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and tranſlated into Aughſb by the Au- 
thor of T he Account of Denmark. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


N Jinks of Dunk as it 
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re 1th Or an At of 
the Ancient Free State of France, and 


moſt other Parts of Europe, before the 


Loſs of their Liberties. Written ori- 
gin 4 in Latin by the Famous Civi- 
lian Francis Hojoman, iti the Year 1574. 
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H E kind Reception which, 

the Publick has given to a. 
| late Book, calld, An Ac-. * 
count of Denmark, ( whereof Three 
Large Editions have come Abroad in 
leſs than Three Months) encouraged 
me to ſeek after an Account of Sueden: 
I found all forts of People deſirous to 
be inform d in the State of this other 
Northern Crown. 

After diligence Enquiry, I was at 
laft fo Fortunate as to ſight on this. 
Account i in Manuſcript , w ritten ſome 

few 


The Publiſher 
few Years ago by a very Able and 
that feveral Coptes of it were 
| broad, I confider'd it might at laſt 
chance to come forth in Print leſs Cor- 
rect than at preſent I undertake to give 
it the World, whom I pretend to ob- 
| lige by a very Accurate Edition ; in- 
| ſomuch that J hope the Author him- 
it ſelf will not be offended at this Un- 

Mi . tis likely 'twould have 
been publiſhed by others, not fo well 
to his Advantage. 
Lou will find here a Relation of, 
Matter of Fact only,, though 1 Wil! 
venture to ſay, a very Exact one; and 6 
ſuch as I doubt not bor will be very | 
Entetcaining to the Reader, 
What ſhares the Clergy, the Army, 
or the Court, had in the Management 
of Affairs from time to time in Sue 
den, We have Reaſon to believe are 
fairhfully delivered here; the Ingeni - 
| . ous Author of this Account being a Per- 
f ſon of fo known and eſtabliſh'd a Re... 
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to the Reader, 
berg much 25 relates to my Pub- 


ly „ tis as — to the Author, as 
his 3 is to me; but his Candor, 
Parts, rqing appear lainly e- 
noug b by 1 Work, Halbe AA 

great Care and Pains to compile it. If 


15 to the Satisfaction of the Py 
as I doubt not but it will, 'Itha 


1 loſe my Labour, nor "I the 


Pleaſure and Benefit of 4 it A1 
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s Ko og wadh, w upon all their Neighbours, 
tha they do not, 8 8 fall under one Gene- 
© | ral: Deſc on ehe Qualities and Characters 
- | % ſome of, its Provinces being as different as 
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© | their Situation: 80 char the Short View here 


2 d will not reach che more Diſtant Parts, 

but chiefly reſpects the Kingdom of Sueden, and 

J Dakefou: of Finland.; which. have. the * 
8 


* 


* . > ks 
* 22 22 3 
14 * A 


2 


[3] 


[a] 


An Account of Sueden. 


Sea on the South, the unpaſſable Mountains bf 4 


Norway on the Weſt, Lapland on the North, 
and Meſcovy on the Eaſt ; being extended from 


56 to 69 Degrees of Northern Latitude, and 


from 32 to 5F in Longitude; and conſequent- 
ly are more than twice as big as he Kingdom 
of France-: But the Abatements that muſt be 

, nd many great Lakes, 
ſome, whereof above 80 Eögliſb Miles long, and 
20 broad ; as alſo for Rocks, Woods, Heath, 
and Moraſſes, that cover very much of theſe 


made for ſevęral Seas, and man 


Countries, will reduce the Habitable Part to a 


very ſmall Portion, comparatively to the Extenr 


of the whole.. | 
The Soil, in Places capable of Cultivati 


And frequently, the Barren Land, enriched with 
the Aſhes of Trees growing on the Places that 


are burnt, and the Seed raked Mong the Aſhes, 
produces a plentiful Crop without further Culti- 


vation. 


This Practice is ſo ancient, that their Writers 


derive the Name of Suedin from a Word in their 


Language that expreſſes it; but the Danger of | 
Deſtroying the Woods, has of late occation'd | 


ſome Laws to limit that Cuſtom. 

If the Inhabitants were induſtrious, above 
what Neceſſity forces them to, they might at 
leaſt have Corn ſufficient of their own; but as 
Things are manag'd, they have not, nor can 


ſubſiſt without great Importations of all Sorts 


of Grain from the Countrey of 'Leifland , and 
other Parts of Germany, adjacent to the Baltick 
Sea : And notwithſtanding theſe Supplies, the 
pooreſt 


3 by. 
is, tolerably fruitful, tho” ſeldom above half a 
Foot deep; and therefore more eaſily plowed, | 
as it frequently is by one Maid and an Ox, and 
is generally beſt where there is leaſt of it:; 
that is, in the little Spaces between the Rocks: 
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- þ pooreſt Sort, in many Places remote from Traf- 


are fain to grind the Bark of Birch Trees, 
to mix with their Corn and make Bread, of 
which they have not always Plen . 


The Creel ; as in orlier Northern Countries, 


are generally of a very ſmall Size; neither can 
the Breed he bener'd by bringing in larger. from 
abroad, which ſoon degenerate ; becauſe in 
Summer the Graſs is much leſs nouriſhing than 
in the Places from whence they came; and in 
the Winter they are uſually lialf-ſtarved, for 


| want of Fodder of all kinds, which often falls 


ſo very ſhort, that they are forced to unthatch 
their Houſes to keep 4 Part of their Cattel alive, 
Their Sheep bear a very courſe Wool, only fic 
to make loathing for the Peaſants. '- The 
Horſes , eſpecially. the Fizn/ſ,. tho' ſmall, are 
hardy, vigorous, ſtrong , ſure-footed and nim- 
ble Trotters , which is of great uſe to them, be 

cauſe of the Length of their Winters, and their 
Fitneſs for Sleds, which is their only Carriage in 
that Seaſon : And the Soldiers do pretend, -that 


in War they agg not only able to reſiſt ; but to 


break a Body & the beſt Gernian Horſe. 
Of Wild Beaſts, which are very plentiful in 
theſe Parts, Bears, Elkes, Deer; and Hares, are 


hunted for their Fleſh ; as alſo ,- together with 


Wolves, Foxes, Wild Cats, Cc. for their Furs 
And Hides. They hunt with leſs Ceremony 
than elſewhere is uſed; taking all Advantages to 
ſhoot their Game, at which they are generally 
very dextrous. Parks there are but few, and 
meanly ſtock'd ; the Charge of feeding Deer 
all Winter . exceeding. the Profit, and abating 


the Pleaſure of them. There are no Rabbets in 
theſe Countries, but what are brought in for Cu= 
In Winter Foxes and 


- 


riofity , and kept tame. 
. | B 2 
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Squirrels ſomewhat change Colour, and become 
Grayim, but Hares turn white as Snow. 


Fol both Wild and Tame are very plentiful F 
and good in their kind, except Sea-Fowl, which 
feed and taſte of Fiſh : The moſt common are 


Orras-and Keders, the former of the bigneſs of a 


Hen, the other of a Turkey ; as alſo Partridges, 


and 2 Bird ſomewhat refembling them, called 
Nerpers. There are taken in Winter great Num- 
bers of ſmall Birds, as Thruſhes, Blackbirds, and 
Sydenſeans; the laſt of the Bigneſs of Yeldefares, 
but better Meat, ſuppoſed to come from Lapland, 


or yet farther North ; and have their Name front | 
the Beautifulneſs of their Feathers, ſome of which 


are tipt at the Point with Scarlet. Pigeons there 
are, thoſe of the Woods very rare, becauſe of 


the Hawks; and of the Houſe-Pigeons none but 


what are kept Tame, becauſe their Food is ſcarce, 
and the danger of the Hawks great if they go 
Abroad. Eagles, Hawks, and other rapacious 


Fowl abound moſt in the Northern and Defart © | 


Part , whither Nature ſeems to call them ; as 
may be gathered from a Story gedibly related, 


of a large Hawk ' ſhot ſome Years ago in the 
Northern Parts of Finland, which had on one 72 
2 


a ſmall Plate of Gold with this Infcription , 


Suis au Roy; on the other, one of Silver, with 


theſe Words, Duc de Chevereuſe me garde. 


The chiefeſt Lakes in Sueden are the Vetter, the . 


Wenner, and Maeler; the firſt in Offrogothia, re- 
markable for its foretelling of Storms, by a con- 
tinual thundering Noiſe the Day before in that 
Quarter whence they ariſe ; as alſo for the ſud- 
den breaking of the Ice upon it, which ſome- 


times ſurprizes Travellers, and in half an Hour 


becomes Navigable : For its great Depth, in 
ſome Places above 300 Fathom, tho' no part of 
the Baltick Sea exceed 50 it ſupplies the River 

9 ; Mctala, 
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b Matala, which runs through Norcopingh; where it 
has a Fall of about 30 Foot, and ſome Winters is 


ſo choak d up with Ice, that for man) Hour no 
Water paſſes. The Second is in Veſtrogothia, from 


_ 2 which iſſues the River Elve, that; falling down 
a Rock near Sixty Foot, paſſes by Gottenburgb. 
The Third empties its ſelf at Stockholm, furniſhing 
one ſide of the Town with Freſh Water, as the 


Sea does the other with Salt. Theſe and -abunz 


dance of other Lakes, whereof many like Ponds 
have no Vents, and are called In-Seas, are not 
ill ſtored with variety of Fiſh, Salmon, Pikes, 
Perch, Tench, Trouts, Eels, and many other ſorts: 
2 nnknown elſewhere, of which the moſt plentiful 
is the Streamling, a Fith leſs than a Pilober, taken 
in great Quantities, and falted in Barrels, and 


diſtfibuted over all the Countrey. Beſides, the 


2 North- Bottom or Bay that ſeparates Sueden and Fins 
land, (abounds with Seals, of which a conſidera- 
ble Quantity of Train Oyl is made and exported; 
and in the Lakes in Finland are vaſt Quantities of 
Pikes, which being taken, are ſalted, dry'd, and 
I ſold at very cheag Rates 
7 © Theſe Lakes are of great uſe for the Conveni- 
 Rence of Carriages both in Summer by Boats, and 
by Sleds in Winter; and among them and on 
the Sea- Coaſts are almoſt innumerable Iſlands of 
different Sizes, whereof there are in Sueden above 


ooo that are inhabited, the reſt are either bare 


Rocks, or covered with Wood: Gotland, Oland, 
and Aland, are Iſles of large Extent, one being 
Sixty Miles long, and the others little leſs. | 
| Their Woods and vaſt Foreſts overſpread much 
of the Country, and are for the moſt: part of 
Pines, Fir, Beech, Birch, Alder, Juniper, and 


Some Oak; eſpecially in the Province of Bleaking, 
the Trees growing in moſt Places ſo Cloſe toge- 


[10] 
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cher, and lying to rot where they fall, that the 
Woods are 2 paſſable. 1 o x 


. © Theſe afford A ple iful and cheap Firing, ant 


being generally very ſtrait and tall, are eaſily con- 


vertible into Timber, fic for all Uſes. In the 
Parts near the Mines, the Woods are much de- 


ftroyed; but that Want is ſo well ſupplied from 
diſtant Places by the Convenience of Rivers and 


Winter-Carriages, that they have Charcoal above 


ſix times as cheap as it is in England, though in- 
deed it is not half ſo good. n . 
Of Mines in Sueden, there is one of Silver, in- 
to which Workmen are let down in Baskets to the 
firſt Floor, which is ro5 Fathom under Ground; 
the Roof there is as high as a Church, ſupporte 
by vaſt Arches of Oar ; thence the Deſcent is 
by Ladders or Baskets to the loweſt Mine, abbve 
Forty Fathom, where they now work. They 


have no Records ſo ancient as the firſt Diſcovery 


either of this or the Copper Mine, which muſt 
needs have been the Work of many Ages; the 
Oar ſeldom yields above 4. per Cent. and requires 


great Pains to refine it; theyaraglſo at the charge 
of a Water-Mill to drain the Mine, and have the 
Benefit of another that draws up the Oar. It | 
yearly produces about Twenty thouſand Crowns 

f fine Silver, of which the King has the Pre- 
emption, paying one fourth leſs than the real Va- 
lue. The Copper-Mine is about eighty Fachom 
deep, of great Extent,” but ſubje& to damage b 
the falling in of the Roof; yet that is ſometimes 
recompenced by the abundance of Oar that the 
ruined Pillars yield, though moſt commonly the 
Loſs in that Caſe is very great; the occaſion f 
which Falls is attributed to the throwing the | 
Earth and Stones, brought out, upon the Ground | 
over the Mine, by which the Pillars become o- 
vercharged, —_— way ; and the Reaſon N I 
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| cbs is ſaid to be, that the Profit ariſing tothoſe that 
are concerned, is ſo little, that they are not able 
ö to work it off as they oüght; and umleſs the 
abates a conſiderable part of the Profit ariſing to 
3 the. Crown from this Mine, tis believed it Will 
in few Mears be at a ſtand, eſpecially if the De- [14] 
= 18 of making Copper, that are un foot alſe- 

5 N do take any tolerable effect. The Cop- 
per yearly made out of this Mine, amounts do 
the value of about Two hundred thoufand-pounds, - 

j of which the King has a Fourth! Part, not hy 
way of i Pre-emption,-but/in Kind ; beſides, that 
I | the remainder, he has a Cuſtom of 25: per 
Cent. when it is'exported enwrought: 1.1 od 
© Lately à Gentleman of ualy came to Smeglen 
| vis Propoſals to make Copper , a: ſhorter and 
| cheaper way than has hitherco:been-practifed,/as 
to make that in Five Days, which before fequit- 

red Three Weeks, and with one fifth part of the 

3 Ctiarcoal, and with fewer hands. The Bargain 

Was made, and his Reward agreedto-bea Hund- 

L red thouſand Crowns; the | firſt Proof he made 

fucceeded to Admiration, but Mhen he came tes [15] 

| work in earneſt, and had got his new invented 
Ovens built ro his Mind, the Miert, as he com- 

Plaine. pickt out the very worſt Oar, and were 

* otherwiſe ſo envious. and untractabſe, that he 

failed of Succeſs, and loft his Reward:, and not 

# without difficulty obtained leave to buy Oar, and 

4 _ practice his Invention at his own Change; es 

now does. 

| Tron-Mines and For Forge are in preat Numbers, 

7 efpeciatly towards the Mountainous parts, where 

they have the convenience of Water-falls'to turm 

their Mills. From theſe, beſides ſupplying: the 

Country, there is yearly exported Iron to the va- 

ine of near Three hundred thouſand 2 

But of late Vears, the number theſe Forg Te 

| 8 
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8 
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nas been ſo much increaſed; that each endeavour- 
ing to underſell others, che Price has been much 
towered : And ſince the Prohibition of Foreign 
Manufactures (in Exchange of which, Iron was 
plentifully taken off) it is grown ſo cheap, that 
it ĩs found neceſſary to leſſen the Number of For- 
80 neither has that Contrivanee had the Effect 
intended; but on the contrary many more are 
like to fall of themſelves, becauſe they cannot 
work but to loſs; in which Caſe many Thou- 
'fands of poor People, whoſe Livelihoods depend 
upon theſe Forges and Mines, will be reduced 


Seien 2 e n oft 


to a ſtarvi 


ART 2 FICET1T BS 
The Seaſons. of the Year, though regular in 
themſelves; do not (altogether anſwer thoſe: of 
other Climates, as a French Ambaſſador obſerved, 
ho in Raillery ſaid, There were in Sueden only 
nine Months Winter, and all the reſt was Summer; 
for as Winter commonly begins very ſon, ſo 
Summer immediately ſucceeds it, and leaves little 
or no Space to be called Spring. The Producti- 
ons therefore of the Earth: ought to be, as they 
are, more ſpeed in their Growth than in other 
Parts; the Reaſon of which ſeems to be, that 
the Oyl and Sulphur in the Earth (as it appear 
by the Trees e Minerals it produces) being 
he V inter, are then of à ſudden 
Actuated by the Heat of a warm Sun, which al- 
moſt continually ſhines „ and thereby makes 2 1 
mends for its ſhort Stay 1 and brings to Matu- F 
rity the Fruits proper to the Climate. Yet with- © 
al, its Heat is ſo intenſe, that it often ſets the 
Woods on fire, which ſometimes ſpreads it ſelf 
many Leagues, and ſcarce can be ſtopt till it 
come at ſome Lake, or very large Plai. 


bound up allot 


\ 


In the Summer Seaſon the Fields are cloathed 


with Variety of Flowers, and the whole Coun- 
ery overſpreadyvith Strawberries, Rasberries, 
8 | Cur-! 
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2 Currants, and the like, which grow upon every 
Kock. In their Gardens , MelGas are biought 
to good Perfection in dry Years ; but Ane 
Peaches, and other Wall-Fruits, are almoſt! us 
rare as Oranges; they have Cherries of ſeveral 
ſorts, and ſome tolerably good, which cannot be 
ſaid of their Apples, Pears and 
neither common nor well-t. ſted ; all kinds c 
Roots are in plenty, and e much to the 
Nouriſhment of the poor People. 


7 and warm Furs Abroad ; inſtead. of Winch the 
meaner ſort uſe Sheep-skins, and other th 


| 
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nd Plumbs, that a 
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The Sun at higheſt is above the Horizon f 


Stockholm Eighteen Hours and a half, and for 
2? ſome Weeks makes a continual Day. In Winter, 
the Days are proportionably ſhorter, the Sun be- 
ing up but Five Hours and a half; which defect 


is fo well ſupplid as to Lights; by the Moon, 


| and the whiteneſs of the Snow, and clearneſs of 


the Sky, that Travelling by Night is as uſual as 
by Day; and Journeys begun in the Evening as 
frequently as in the Morning. The want of the 
Sun's heat is repaired, by Stoves within Doors, 


the like 
Defences ; and are generally better provided with 


— 


] Cloathing, befitting their Condition , and the 
Climate they live in, than the common People 


of any part of Europe, tho where any Negledt or 


Failure happens, it uſually proves fatal, and oc- 
Caſions the loſs of Noſes, or other Members, and 
ſometimes of Life; unleſs the uſual Remedy to 

expel the Froſt when it has ſeized any Part, be 
early applied, which is to remain in the Cold, 


and rub the part affected with Snow, till the Blood 
return to ĩt again. 14 . 


What has been ſaid in relation to Sueden, is in 


the main applicable to Finland, except only that 


hitherto no Mines have been diſcovered there. 
CF "UNS 
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Its chiefeſt Commodities are Pitch and Tar ,' all 
ſorts of Wooden-ware, dried F iſh, Cattle, rain 9 


Ihe Remainder alſo of this Diſcourſe, in what 
relates to the Laws, Government, Cuſtoms, and 
Natural Diſpoſitions of the People, equally be- 
longs to them, with this difference, that the Fin- 
Janders are rather more hardy and laborious, more 
Clowniſh, Ignorant, and Superſfitious, than the 
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YT? HE. Country is divided into Twenty Five 
1 Provinces, each of which is governed by 
an Officer, called'Lzndſbofding, whoſe Authort- | 
.ty.comprehends that of Lord Lieutenant, and 
Sheriff together, except where there is a Gene- 
ral Governor, as in Finland, and upon the Bor- 
ders of Denmark and Norway, to whom the G- 
vernor of each Province is ſubordinate, and has 
thereby a more reſtrained Authority; theſe Offi- 
cers are placed by the King, and take an Oath, * 
to keep the Province for his Majeſty, and his 
Heirs, to govern according to the Laws of Sue- 
den, and ſuch Inſtructions as they ſhall receive 
from his Majeſty, and to quit the Province when- | 


„* 7 . 


ever he ſhall call them thence. 


To them and their Subordinate Officers (who 


are all of the King's chuſing) the Execution of 


Judicial Sentences, the Collection of the King's 
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mar, and two or three more, may, deſerve . 
Name: The other Corporations,” Which, in f 


ges in Eaglend; they are all governed by. Bug“ 
maſters, and Counſellors choſen by the King o 


Minutes North Latitude, and abow 
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Of Cities, thoſe of Stockbolm, Gottenbirgh, 1 5 


1 


Fer 


Quality of Burghers, no Gentleman accepting - 
4 8 = Employment Their Offices ant ate 
7 ries are for Life, or rather during their good Be- 
7 haviour. . The Privileges of Cities are derived 
from the King, and for the moſt part are owing 
to the Wiſdom of Gyftavas Adolpbas, the, Author 
of their-beſt and moſt regular Conſtitutions at 
Home, as well as of their Glory Abroad. 


59 Degrees, '20 
war Longitude. 
About 300 Years ago, it was only a bare Iſtand 


The City of Stockholm lies in 


with two or three Cottages for Fiſhers ; but up- 
on the Building of a Caſtle there, to ſtop the Tn- 


roads of the Ruſſiaus, and the Tranſlation of the 


Court thither, it grew by degrees to ſurpaſs the 
other more Ancient Cities, and it is at preſent 


the Metropolis of this Kingdom, and ſuppoſed to 


be as Populous as Briſtol. 


The Caſtle here, which is covered with Cop- 


per, is a Place of no Strength or Beauty, but of 


reat Uſe, being a ſpacious Building, that, be- 


ides entertaining the Court, furniſhes Room for 


moſt of the great Offices, the National Court of 


Juſtice, Colleges of War, Chancery, Treaſury, 


Reduction, Liquidation, Commerce, Executi- 
on; as alſo, an Armory, Chapel, Library, Ar- 
chives, &c. It lodges. very few of the Inferior 
Officers and Servants of the Court ; they, toge- 
ther with the e being quartered 2 
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ther Brick or Stone. To prevent the Danger of 


Fire, the City is divided into Twelve Wards, 
and in each of theſe is aMaſter and Four Aſſiſtants, 
who upon notice of any Fire are immediately to 
repair to it, as alſo all Porters and Labourers, 
and to range themſelves under the Maſter of their 
reſpective Wards: There is alſo a Fire-Watch by 
Night, who walks about only to that purpoſe; | 
and in each Church-Steeple Watch is kept, and 
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Fourth has the Inſpection over all 2 and 
Private Buildings, and determines f | | 
ariſe on that Account; with them the Counſel- 
lors of the City always ſit and give their Votes, 
the Majority of which conchudes: Their Num- 
ber is uncertain, but uſually about Twenty, moſt 
Merchants and Shbopkeepers, or ſuch as have 
ſerved the King in ſome Inferior Employments; 
and beſides their Salary they hay 
from ſuch Impoſitions as are laid on 
tants, to ſupport the Government of the City, 
which pays all its Officers and Servants, and 
maintains a Guard of 300 Men, and defrays the 
Charge of all Publick Buildings and 1 
Io ſupport this Expence, beſides a Duty belong- 
ing to the City, upon Goods Imported and 
Exported, (which is about 4 per Cent. of the Cu- 
ſtoms paid the King, and amounts to about 400ol. 
per Ann.) the Magiſtrates impoſe a yearly Tax on 
the Burghers, in which they are aſſiſted by a 
Common- Council of Forty Eight (which chuſes 
its own Members), and meets every Spring to 
proportion the Payments for the enſuing Year. 
On the Richer Traders they uſually impoſe 40, 
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1 3 2 Bell tolled upon the firſt Appearance of anyFire. 


The Government of. this City is in the Hands 


q of the Great Stadtholder, who is alſo a Privy 
> Counſellor ; he ſits once a Week in the Town- + 


* 


Houſe, and preſides alſo in the College of .Exe-; 
cution, aſſiſted by an under Stadtholder, and the 
HBailiff of the Caſtle; next to him are the Four 
2 Burghmatters, one for Juſtice, another for Trade, 

„the Third for the Polity of the City, and the 


uch Caſes as 


an Immunity 
dn: the Inhabi- 


Fo, or 60 l. ſterling ; and upon others of a meaner 


Condition, as Shoemakers, Taylors, &c. 5 or 


61. and no Houſekeeper leſs than x5 5. beſides 
Quartering the Guards, Inferior Officers, and. 
Servants of the Court, with other leſſer Charges; 

| | Which 


133 
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which altogether, would-be thought a great Bur - 
then even in Richer Countries; neither is it 
otherwiſe eſteemed by the Inhabitants of this 
, who can ſcarce be kept in Heart by the 
Privileges they enjoy, as well in Cuſtoms , as in 
the Trade of the Place, which muſt needs paſs 
through their Hands ; the Natives of other Parts 
of the Kingdom, as well as Foreigners, being 
obliged to deal only with the Burghers, except 
thoſe of the Gentry that make Iron, who have a 
Privelege to ſell it immediately to Strangers. 
[31] This City is in a manner the Staple of Sueden, 
co Which moſtof the Goods of their own Growth, 
viz. Iron, Copper, Wire, ' Pitch, Tarr, Maſts, Deals, 
& c. are brought to be Exported. The greateſt ? 
part of the Commodities imported from Abroad 
come to this Port, where there is a Haven capa- 
ble of receiving Tooo Sail of Ships, and has a 
Bridge or Key near an Engliſb Mile long, to 
which the greateſt Veſſels may lie with their 
Broadfides : The only Inconvenience is, That it 
is Ten Miles from the Sea, and the River very. | 
crooked, and, no Tides. N | 
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Of the Laws of Sueden. '| 
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| 
=— Laws of Sueden were anciently as vari- | 
ous as the Provinces were numerous, each 

of which had Statutes and Cuſtoms peculiar to x 
its ſelf, enacted as occaſion required by the Lagh- 
man or Governor of the Province, who was 
choſen by the People, and inveſted with great 
3 Au- 
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Authority, eſpecially while the Kingdom was E-. 


1 

5 
a. 
"4 


lective, his Suffrage concluding the Province he 
governed. This 5 was neceſſarily attended 
with great Confuſion; for Remedy whereof, 
about Fourſcore Years ago, one Body of Laws 
was compiled for the Direction of the whole 
Kingdom; yet this Collection is but an imper- [33] 
fect Piece, and the Laws ſo few, and conceived 
in ſuch general Terms, that in moſt Caſes they 
need the Aſſiſtance ci the Civil Law ; and after 
all, the final Determination depends much upon 
the Inclinations of the Bench; which in a poor 
1 On where Salaries are ſmall; is often filled 
1 as are of weak Parts, and ſubject to 
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with ſuc 
Corruption upon very ſmall Temprations. The 
Effects of this would be more viſible, if each Su- 
2 periot Court did not keep a Check upon the 
Lower, and the King's Court of Reviſion over- 
2 awe them all, to which all Civil Cauſes import- 
ing the Sum of 70 l. are appealable ; and very 
few end before they have been brought thither. 
In this Supreme Court his Majeſty very frequent- 
2 ly fits with great Patience and Application; and [34] 
in Seven Vears time has determined more Cauſes 
than the Senators did in Twenty before. | 
His Majefty is obſerved always to make a ſhort 
2 Mental Prayer at firſt ſitting down there. 
In this Court the Preſident of the Chancery, 
and two or three other Privy Counſellors, do al- 
2 foſit, ſo does the Chancellor of the Court (an 
Officer next in degree to a Privy Counſellor) 
= who is Preſident of the Under Reviſion, where 
he and Two Secretaries do put Buſineſs into a 
Method fit to be brought before the King. 
The Courts of Juſtice inferior to this are of 
three Degrees : Of the loweſt Degree or firſt 
Inſtance, there is one in each Corporation, (be- 
fides Stockholm, in which there are Three), 2 5 
5 | * "If; 
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alſo in each Diſtrict or Territory, whereof every 
Province contains ſeveral, ſome above Twenty; 
in the former (Cities) an Alderman or Counſel 


preſides, and has ſome of his Brethren for Aſ- 
ſiſtants; in the latter, the Governor of che Ter- 


ritory, with a ſtanding Jury; his Court is Ambu- 
latery, and uſually kept near or upon the place 
where the Fact or Treſpaſs was committed. 

In theſe Courts Examinations are taken, and 
Matters not exceeding Foity Shillings are deter- 
mined, the reſt tranſmitted to the next Superior 
Court, of Which in every Corporation there is 


one, where: the Burghmaſter is Prefident, and 


the Aldermen Aſſiſtants; and ſo in every Pro- 
vince there is one or more of theſe: Courts, the 
Preſident whereof retains the Name of Lagbman, 
without other Authority than that of a Judge; 


from theſe all Cauſes of Blood muſt be tranſmit- 


ted to the reſpective National Courts, where they 
are determined without further Appeal; and thi- 
ther alſo all Civil Actions, not exceeding 20 J. 
may be appealed; of theſe National Courts the 
are Three, one for the Kingdom of Sueden, held 
at Stockholm 5 another for the Kingdom of Gothia, 
kept at "Fencopingh ; and a Third for the Duke- 
dom of Finland, at Abo: In each of theſe à Pri- 
vy Counſellor: is Preſident, and above half the 
Aſſeſſors are to be Gentlemen: All theſe Courts 
ſit continually, or at moſt have but ſhort Vacati- 
ons; and not being peſtered with too much For- 
.mality, give Cauſes a ſpeedy Diſpatch, unleſs 
they be retarded by ſome under-hand Engage- 
ments. 3 8. ” his £1 
Actions relating to the Sea are Triable in the 
ordinary Courts, according to their Sea-Laws, 
founded upon thoſe Ancient ones of Wisby in 
Gothland, which have formerly been as famous in 


the Baltick Sea, as the Laws of the Rhodes and 


. Oleron 


- 
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Oleron in other Places. The Court of Admi- 
ralty has not any peculiar Juriſdiction in thi 
Adminiftration of theſe Laws, but only in fuch 
Matters as directly concern the King's Fleet, and 
in ſome Places that belong immediately to the 
Admiralty. ER ir ae - 
For Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical there is a Conſiftory 
in each Dioceſe, of which the reſpective Biſhop 
is Preſident ; where Cauſes of Baſtardy, Con- 
tracts of Marriage, and other Matters of that 


8 12 
41 
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Nature are tryd; and Church-Cenſures of Pe- 


nance, Divorce, &c. inflicted. Theſe Courts 
have not Power to adminiſter 'ari Oath , not to 
inflict any Corporal Puniſhment. ' From them 
there lies an Appeal to the reſpective National 
Court, and in 4 Caſes to chs King „as In all 
other Matters. | ee A 


For Matters relating to the Mines, beſides In- 


ferior Courts, and Officers ſettled in the reſpe- 


ive Parts of the Countrey, a General Court, 
called the College of the Mines, ſits at Stockholm; 


of which moſt commonly the Preſident of the 


(38) 


Treaſury is Chief, with a Vice-Preſident, and 


other Aſſeſſors: The Laws in this Regard are 
more exact and particular than in other Matters, 
and for the moſt part Juſtice very carefully admi- 
niſtred. 5 3 
The Power of Executing all Judicial Senten- 
ces 15 lodged iri the Governors of the Provinces; 
the Stadtholders of Stockholm , and other Places, 
and from them derived to Inferior Officers, who 
are accountable to the National Courts; whi- 
ther they may be converied and puniſh'd , upon 
plain Proof of Default. But the Proof being 
lifficult, and Miniſters of Juſtice apt to favour 
each other, they take great Liberty: to delay Ex- 
ecution , or to arbitrate; and put their own 
Senſe upon — o that this Part —_ u- 
? 5 ICE 
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Nice is adminiſtred the worſt of all others; and 
has an Influence mot only at Home, but lefſens® 
the Credit of the Suediſh Subjects Abroad, againſt | 
whom. Juſtice cannot / be obtained without great 


Difficulty. 


Thie ordinary Charges of Law-Suits are no 
where more moderate than in Sueden; the great- 
eſt. Burthen ariſing from a late Conſtitution, That 
all Declarations, Acts, and Sentences, muſt be 
Written upon Seal'd Paper of different Prizes, 
from Two-pence to Seven Shillings a Sheet, ac- 
coxding to the Quality of the Cauſe, the Bene- 
fit of which accrues to the King, and is compu- 
ted to bring in about 3ooo J. a Year. Other | 
Charges are very few ; every Man being per- | 
mitted (in Criminal Actions compelled) to plead | 
his own Cauſe. Accordingly the Practice of the | 
Law is below a Gentleman, and rather the Re- 


fuge than the Choice of meaner Perſons, . who 
are very few in Number, and for the moſt part 
very poor. 4 : 
The Cuſtom of a Jury of Twelve Men is ſo 
ancient in Sueden, that their Writers pretend it 
had its Original among them, and was thence 
derived to other Nations; but at preſent it is diſ- 
uſed every where, except only in the .Lower 
Courts in the Country ; and there the Jury-men 
are for Life, and have Salaries. They have this 
peculiar to themſelves, That among them there 
mult 'be an Unanimous Concurrence to deter- 
mine a Cauſe, which in other Courts is done by 
a Majority of Voices. 1 | © 
Titles to Eſtates are render'd more ſecure, and 
leſs ſubje& to Conteſts, by the Regiſters that are. 


kept of all Sales and Alienations, as well as of 


other Engagements of them; The Purchaſer, |. 


running the Hazard of having an n 
nt 1 | „ take 
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In Criminal Matters, where the Fa& is not 


his Tranſaction in the proper Court. 


very evident, or where the Judges ate very fa- 
vourable, the Defendant is admitted to purge 
) himſelf by Oath ; to which is oftentimes added 
the Oath of Six or Twelve o 


1 


er Men, who are 7 


bl 
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Treaſon , Murther, Double Adultery, Burn- 


ing of Houſes, Witchcraft, and the like Heinous , 
Crimes, are punifhed with Death; which is 
executed by Hanging of Men, and een 
of Women :. To which, Burning alive or dea 

Quartering, and Hanging in Chains, is ſome- 
times added, accordin 
Crime. 
are uſually ſhot to Death. 


5 
to the Nature of che 
Criminals of the Gentry and Nobility 


The Puniſhment of Stealing is of late, inſtead 


of Death, changed into a kind of” perpetual Sla- 


very ; the Guilty Party being condemn'd to work 
all his Life for the King, in making Fortificati- 
ons, or other Drudgery , and always has a Col- 
lar of Iron about his Neck, with a Bow coming 
over his Head, to which is a Bell faſten d, that 
rings as he goes · along. 

Duels between Gentlemen, if the one Party 
be kill'd, are puniſh'd with the Survivor's Death, 
and a Note of Infamy upon the Memory of both; 


19 


[42] 
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if neither be kill'd , they are both condemned 
to a Priſon, with Bread and Water for two Tears, , 


to which is added à Fine of 1009, Crowns, or, 


one Year's Impriſonment and 2000 Crowns. Re- 
paration of Honour, in Caſe of Affront, is re- 


ferred to the reſpective National Court, Where. . 


Recantation and Publick Begging of Pardon is 
uſually inflicted. 


Eſtates 


D2 
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Eſtates, as well acquired as inherited, deſcend 
to the Children in equal Portions, of which a 
Son has two, and a Daughter one: Nor is it in 
the Power of the Parents to alter this Proportion 
[44] without the Intervention of pe Sentence, 
85 in caſe of their Children's Diſobedience; only 
they may bequeath a Tenth of their Acquired 
Poſſeſſions, to ſuch Child or other as they will 
favour. Where an Eſtate deſcends encumbred 
with Debts, the Heir uſyally takes two or three 
Months Time, as the Law allows, to ſearch into 
the Condition of the Deceaſed's Eftate ; and 
then either accepts the Inheritance, or leaves it 
to the Law, which in that Caſe adminiſters ; as - 
lately, beſides other Inſtances, was practiſed up- 
on the Deceaſe of the late Rix Droſt Count Mag- 
nus De la Gardier, the King's Uncle. 
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Of the Natural Inclinations and Diſpo- 
| tions of the Suedes. 1 75 


/ 


HE Nature of the Climate, which affords 
a very healthful and dry, as well as ſharp - 
Air, diſpoſes the Natives to a vigorous Conſti- 
tution, and that confirm'd by a hardy Education, 
courſe Fare, hard Lodgings, &c. qualifies them 
to endure whatever uneaſy Circumſtances befal 
them, better than thoſe that are bom in a 
_ moderate Country, and more indulgently 
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nd 4 But on the other ſide, it ſeems as if the Seve- 
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that have Patience to 


go t 


21 7 


e Clime ſhould in a manner cramp the 
Faculties of their Bodies, and indiſpoſe them for C46 a 
IN - any great Degree of Dexterity and Nimbleneſs?s?s? 
And the ſame may be ſaid in a great meaſure of 
their Minds too, which ſeldom are found en- 
dued with any eminent Share of Vivacity, or 
Pregnancy of Wit; yet by Induſtry, Experi- 
7 encej. and Travelling, not a few of them arrive 
gat a mature and ſolid Judgment; being led by: - 
their Genius to ſerious Things, in which they 

— with the Studies 
they apply themſelves to, become Excellent, and 
merit t 


6 


. 


e Title of Great and Able Men: But 
this ſeems not to be the Talent of this Nation; 


they being generally more apt to fit down wit 
ſuperficialAcquiſitions,than to purſue their Studies 


to a fundamental Degree. 


This Diſpoſition of 


them more for a Life 


Body and Mind qualifies 
of Labour and Fatigue, 


Twl 


than of Art and Curioſity, and the effect of it is 


viſible in all Orders of 


The Nobility moſtly apply themſelves to a Mi- 
litary Life, in which they are 12 Famous for 


* 


Men among them. 


9 


Courage, and enduring Hardſhips, than for 
Stratagems and Intrigues. They that are em- 
ployed in the Adminiſtration of Civil Affairs, 


though they are indeed 


laborious and indefatiga- 
ble in their Buſineſs, yet they ſeldom raiſe their 
Speculations above what the neceſſity of their 


-- 


- 


* 


Employments require, their Abilities proceeding 


not ſo much from Stud 
Tract of Buſineſs. 


y as Experience in tlie 


In point of Learning, they, like their -Neigh- -; 
bours the Germans, are more given to tranſcribe} £48) 
and make Collections, than digeſt their own: + 
Thoughts; and commonly proportion their Stu- 


dies to their Occaſions. 


In 
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In Matters of Trade, they more eaſily do the 


Commerce or Manufactures, in which they uſu- 


— 
” 


ally ſet up for Maſters before they be half taught; I 
ſo that in all ſuch things as require Ingenuity, | 


Neatneſs, or Dexterity, they are forc'd to be 


ferved by Strangers. Their common Soldiers 
endure Cold and Hunger, and long Marches, 
and hard Labour to Admitation ; but they learn 
their Duty very ſlowly, and are ſerviceable more 


by their Obedience to command, and ſtanding | 
their Ground, than by any great Forwardneſs to 


attack their Enemy, or in Nimbleneſs and Ad- 
dreſs in executing their Orders; and ſo their 

Peaſants are tolerably Laborious when need com- 
pels them, but have little regard to Neatneſs in 
their Work, and are hardly brought to quit their 


old, ſlow, and toilſome Methods, for ſuch new 
Inventions as are more dextrous and eaſy. 


The Diſpolitions more peculiar to the ſeveral De- 
grees of theſe People; are, That the Nobility 
and Gentry are naturally Men of Courage, and 
of a Warlike Temper, have'a graceful Deport- 
ment, inclined to value themſelves at a high-rate, 
and make the beſt Appearance they poſſibly can, 
that they may gain the Reſpect of others; and 
are therefore more exceſſive in the Number of 
their Attendants, Sumptuous Buildings, and rich 
Apparel, than in the Plentifulneſs of their Ta- 
bles, or other leſs obſerv'd Occaſions. They ne- 
ver deſcend to any Employments in the Church, 
the Practice of Law or Phyſick, or the Exerciſe 
of any Trade; and though to gain Experience 


in Maritime Affairs, they ſubmit to the loweſt 
Offices Abroad, yet at Home there is but one Ex- 


ample known of a Gentleman, that accepted the 
Command of a Merchant's Ship. 


The 


1 a0 


TCP 


8 OY 1 
An Account of Sueden. 


The Clergy are but moderately Learned, and 


little acquainted with the Diſputes about Religi- 
on, as having no Adverſaries to oppoſe; they af- 
fect Gravity, and long Beards; are eſteemed for 
their Hoſpitality, and have great Authority a- 


mong the common People. The Burghers are 
not very Intelligent in Trade, nor able to do 


their Buſineſs without Credit from Abroad; ra- 


ther inclined to impoſe upon thoſe they can over- 
reach, than follow their Calling in à fair way. 
The Peaſants, when ſober, are very obſequious 
and reſpectful, but Drink makes them mad and 
ungovernable; moſt of them live in a very poor 
Condition, and are taught by Neceſſity to pra- 
&ice ſeveral Arts in a rude manner, as the mak. 
ing their Shoes, Cloaths, &c. the ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments of Husbandry, and other Neceſſaries, that 
they cannot ſpare Money to buy: And to keep 
them to this, as alſo to favour the Cities, it is not 
permitted to more than one Taylor, or other 
ſuch Artiſan, to dwell in the ſame Pariſh, though 
it be never ſo large, as many of chem are above 


Twenty Miles in compals. 


In general, it may be ſaid of the whole Nati- 


on, that they are a People very Religious in their 


way, and conſtant frequenters of the Church, 
eminently Loyal and Affected to Monarchy; 
Grave even to Formality ; Sober, more out of 
Neceſſity, than Principles of Temperance ; apt 
to entertain Suſpicions, and to envy each other, 
as well as Strangers; more inclined to pilfering, 
and ſuch ſecret Frauds, than to ſuch open Vio- 


lences, as breaking of Houſes, or robbing on the 


High-ways : Crimes as rarely committed in this, 
as in any Country whatever. off 2 
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was at leaſt firſt Eſtabliſhed by Engliſh Divines; 
of whom the chiefeſt was St. Sigifrid ; who, as 
their Hiſtories relate, quitted the Archbiſhoprick 


[54] 


(55) 


24 f - An Account of Sueden. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Religion of Sueden. 


IRISTIANITY was not received into 


Sueden till about the Beginning of the Ninth 
Century; and not into Finland, till near Three 
Hundred Years after; and if not firſt Preached, 


of York, to become the Apoſtle of the Goths, as 


they ſtile im. With him, Three of his Ne- 
phews that he brought thither, were martyr'd by 


the Heathen Got hs. So alſo was St. Eskill , and 
other Engliſh, by the Suedes. And about the Year 


11 50. St. Henry, an Engliſh Biſhop, accompany'd 


St. Erick, King of Sueden, in his Expedition to 
Finland ; which the King conquer'd, and the Bi- 


ſhop converted into Chriſtianity : He alſo was 


martyr'd by the Infidels , and lies buried at Abo, 

the Metropolis of that Country. \ 
The Reformation, as well there as in Denmark 
and Norway, began foort after the Neighbouring 
Parts of Germany had embraced Luther's Tenets, 
and was eſtabliſhed according to his Platform. 
The Tyranny of King Cbriſtian the Second, 
who then wore theſe Three Northern Crowns, 
gave an Opportunity to Guſtavus, the Founder 
of the preſent Royal Family, both to alter Re- 
ligion, and advance himſelf to the Regal Digni- 
ty „ Which till that time was Ele#ive, but was 
then made Hereditary to his Family ; in which it 
has ſince continued ; as the Lutheran Religion 
Has alſo done in the Country, never but once 
diſturbed 


All Account F Sueden. 
diſturbed from abroad, and ſince that Diſturbance 
never diſtracted at home with Non- Conformity; 
all the Orders of Men agreeing in a conſtant At- 
tendance on Divine Service, and a Zeal for their 


own Way, without any nice Enquiries into diſ- 


putable Points, either in their own Tenets, or 
choſe of other Churches ; whereby it becomes 
the Buſineſs of their Preachers, rather to per- 
ſuade the Practice of Piety, than to oppoſe the 
Doctrine of others, or defend their W. 
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Tie Church is governed by an Archbiſhop 


and Ten Biſhops, whoſe Studies are conſined to 
their own Employments ; being never called to 
Council, but oy che Aſſembly of the States, 
nor troubled with the Adminiſtration of any 
Secular Affair. Their Revenues are very mode. 
rate; the 'Archbiſhop of Up/all not importing 
400 La Year; and the Biſhopricks after that Pro- 
portion. Under them are Seven or Eight Super- 
intendents, Who have all the Power of ' Biſhops, 
and only want the Name: And over each Ten 
Churches is a Provoſt, or Rural Dean, with 
ſome Authority over the Inferior Clergy ; of 


whom the Sum total may beſt be compùted by 


the Number of Churches, which in Sueden and 
Finland is ſhort ö Two Thouſand : To which 
the Addition of Chaplains and Curates will in- 
creaſe the Body of the Clergy to near Four 
Thouſand Perſons. They are all the Sons of 
peaſants, or mean Burghers, and can therefore 
content themſelves wich the ſmall Income of 


their Places; which, beſides more inconſiderable [57] 


Dues, ariſes from Glebe-Lands, and one Third 
of che Tythes, of which the other Two Thirds 
are annexed to the Crown, to be employ'd in 
Pious Uſes. However, the Clergy have gene- 
rally where withal to exerciſe Hoſpitality, and 


re the conſtant Refuge of Poor Travellers, 
5 | Is | eſpe- 
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eſpecially Strangers, who uſe to go from Prieſt, Þ 
to Prieſt, as elſewhere. from Conſtable to Con- 
ſtable. E fit By? £ a9M 10 2135 if} 5rÞ is: 
Ihe Clergy of each Dioceſe, upon the Death 
of their Biſhop,” propoſe Three Perſons to the 
King z who either chuſes one of them, or ſome 
other, to ſucceed in that Office; which is alſo 
practiſed in the Choice of Superintendents. In 
the Choice of an Archbiſhop, all the Chapters 
in the Kingdom vote, but the Determination is 
altogether in the King's Breaſt. His Majeſty 
hath alſo the Patronage of moſt Churches, ſome 
few only being in the Diſpoſal of the Nobility. 
Many of their Churches are adorn'd with Va- 
riety of Sculptures, Painting, Gilding, &. All 
of them are kept neat and clean, and in good 
Repair, furniſh'd as well in Country as City 


with Rich Altar- Clothes, Copes, and other Veſt- 


„%% ͤ . 51.7 are thn) et 
For the more regular Government of the 
Church, it has been found neceſſary to cauſe 
the Ancient Eceleſiaſtical Laws and Canons to 
be reviſed by a Committee choſen out of the 
ſeveral Bodies of the Eſtates, who have ſpent 
ſome. Years in that Matter, and at laſt preſent- 
ed the King with a New Syſtem. of Church- 
Laws; wherein His Majeſty, having cauſed, 
ſuch Alterations to be made as he thought fit, 
has lately approved and publiſh'd them. 
Of theſe, ſome that concern their Religion in 
general, ſnall here be taken notice of. By theſe 


New Canons it is ordain'd, That 


If any Swediſh Subject change his an 
© he ſhall be baniſh'd the Kingdom, and loſe all 
Right of Inheritance, both for himſelf and 

* his Deſcendants. VV 
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© If any continue Excommunicated above a 
© Year, he ſhall be impriſoned a Month with 
© Bread and Water, and then baniſh'd. 

If any bring into the Country Teachers of 
: | ances Religion, he ſhall be fin'd and ba- 

4 | , 


S Foreign Miniſters ſhall enjoy the Free Exer- 


* ciſe of their Religion, only for themſelves and 


© Families. 1 
Strangers of a different Religion ſhall have 


no Publick Exerciſe of it; and their Children 


© ſhall be baptized by Lutheran Miniſters, and 


© educated in that Religion; otherwiſe they-ſhall 


e 


not have the Privileges of Suediſh Subjects. 


Theſe Laws, as they oblige the Clergy to x 
more conſtant Attendance on all the Parts of 
their Duty than has formerly been practiſed, ſo 
they require the Laity to frequent the Church on 
all Occaſions: And the Civil Magiſtrates, eſpe- 
cially on Days of great Solemnity , make very 
ſtrict Search, and puniſh ſuch as are found ab- 
ſent from Church without à juſt Excuſe, with 
Impriſonment, and other Severities. But the 


Clergy are not intruſted with the ſole Admini- 


ſtration of theſe Laws, nor impower d by them 
to tranſact Matters of any great Moment, with- 
out the Concurrence of the Civil Power: For 


beſides that many Cauſes, formerly Triable in 


Ecclefiaſtical Courts, are now transferr'd to the 


Secular Magiſtrates, the 8 reſerves to his 
own Cognizance ſeveral Caſes 


of that kind, 


eſpecially the Point of Excommunication , which 
the Clergy are not permitted to pronounce againſt 
any one, till the King hath been acquainted with 
the Caſe, and gives Leave; which Caution is 
uſed becauſe of the Conſequence, which is, the 
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Of the Univerſities of Sueden. 


T EARNING, whatever their Modern 
Writers pretend, can plead no great Anti- 
quity in this Country; the Inſtitution of; an U- 
niverſity at Vyſall being not above Three Hun- 
dred Years ago; and few, Monuments extant of 
2 more Ancient Date, but only Funeral Inſcrip- 
tions, rudely cut upon Rocks and unhewn Stones, 
which are every where found; but as they have 
no Date, ſo they ſeldom expreſs more than the 
Names of Perſons, of whom no other Memory 
remains. That which makes them moſt remark- 
able is, That they are writ in the Ancient Go- 
thick Language, and the Runick Character. 
The moſt Curious Piece of Learning among 
them, is 2 Tranſlation of the Evangeliſts into 
the Gethick Tongue, done about Twelve or 
Thirteen Hundred Years ago, by Ulphilz , a Bi- 
ſhop of the Goths in Thracia ; of which they 
have the ſole Ancient Manuſcript Copy that is 
known to be in the World. Since the Refor- 
mation, Guſtavis Adolphus was the firſt great Pa- 
tron earning had in this Country; by whom 
the Univerſities, that had been much impair d, 


were endow'd with tolerable Salaries for Profeſ- 


jors in moſt Sciences. Theſe his Daughter, Queen 


Cbriſema, ſomewhat augmented; and by the 


Fame of her own Learning, and the favourable 


Reception ſhe gave to Scholars, drew ſeveral 
{:acned Men from Abroad, that have left good 
Froafs of their Abilities, and raiſed an Emula+ 
tion in the Natives; whoſe beſt Performance is 
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in the Hiſtory, Antiquities, and Ancient Laws 


of the Country. 


The Univerſity of | Upſel | conſiſts of a Chan- 
cellor, who is always a great Miniſter of State; 


29 


a Vice-Chancellor, always the Archbiſnop; a | 


Rector, choſen out of the Profeſſors , of whom 
there are about Twenty that have each 150 J. a 
Year Salary. The ordinary Number of Students 
is about Seven or Eight Hundred; Fifty of-whieh 
are maintain'd by the King, and ſome few others 


were formerly by Perſons of Quality; the reſt, 


that cannot ſubſiſt of themſelves, ſpend the Va- 
cation in gathering the Charity of the: Dioceſe 
they belong to, which is commonly given them 
in Corn, Butter, dry'd Fiſh or Fleſh, - &c. 1 
which 3 hang at the Univerſity the reſt of the 
Year. . They live not Collegiately, but in Pri- 
vate Houſes ; nor wear Gowns, nor obſerve other 
Diſcipline, than what their own Neceflity or 
Diſpoſition leads them to. e 

The other I Abo, in Finland, is 
conſtituted in the ſame 


There was a Third at Lunden in Schonen, which 
having been interrupted by the late Wars, is 
thought fit to be diſcontinued, becauſe its Neigh- 
bourhood to Denmark nouriſh'd in the Students 
an Affection for that Crown, to which that Pro. 
— formerly appertain d; yet it is again re- 

or d. ** SOM | | _ 

In each Dioceſe there is one Free School, 


where Boys are fitted for the Univerſity ; and o- - 


ther trivial Schools, to which Children are ſent 


to learn to Read, Write, and Sing their Prayers; 


a Cuſtom ſo univerſal, that very few of them 
want this Degree of Education; and further 
than that, ſuch as are not deſign d for Studies, do 
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nner, but leſs Nume- 
rous in Profeſſors and Students. | 
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very ſeldom go, nor waſte their Time in other | 
needleſs Improvements. eee 7g 
Publick Proviſions for the Poor, are very few; 
theres not above Five or Six Hoſpitals in the 
Kingdom, an@a little Almſ-houſe in each Pariſh, | 
maintain'd by the Charity of the Inhabitants ; | 
to which for the moſt part they are very well | 
diſpoſed; according to their Abilities. £ 


Of their M arriages and Funerals. 


NMI in Sueden are totally govern'd b 
7 * the Will of the Parents, and founded 13 
much upon Intereſt, that the Inclination of the 
Parties is little regarded, nor the Nation much 
troubled with the Extravagancies of Lovers: 
Stealing of Matches is ſcarce heard of in an Age; 
nor can the Church give Licenſe to Marry, with- 
out Publication of the Banns: Perſons of Quali- 
ty of both Sexes commonly remain unmarried till 
Thirty or above, becauſe their Fortunes on both 
Sides being in their Parents Hands while they 
live, they are not in a Condition to maintain a 
Family, till the Death of Relations, or Adyance- 
ment to Office, furniſh them with the Means of 
ſubſiſting. The Women, while. young, have 
generally fair Complexions, tolerable Features, 


and good Shapes; and ſome of them are account- 


ed more eminent for Chaſtity before Marriage, 
than Fidelity after; they are very Fruitful, and 


ſeldom fail of a Numerous Iſſue: They are no 


where made greater Drudges than here, the mean- 


er ſort being, beſides the ordinary Offices of their 


Sex, put to Plow and Thraſh, to row in Boats, 
5 and 


* 
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and bear Burthens at the Building of Houſes, and 


on other Occaſions. © - rx -» 
Domeſtick Quarrels' rarely happen, and more 


ſeldom become Publick ; the Husbands being as 


apt to keep the Authority in their on Hands, as 
the Wives by Nature, Quitom, or Neceſſity, are 
inclin'd to be Obedient : Divorces, and other 
Separations between Man and Wife , ſcarce ever 
happen, but among the Inferior, fort, when 
Innocent Party is allowed to marry again: Co 
ſin- Germans may not marry without the Kings 
Diſpenſation, which is more — — 
than refuſed. 6.) 725900 ) to + 2e2thd A D miners 
In Wedding Entertainments they have ever af- 
feted Pomp and Superfluity beyond the Propor- 
tion of their Abilities ; for by the Exceſs of one 
Day, oft-times many of them involve themſelves 
in ſuch Inconveniences as they feel many Years, 
The ſame is obſervable in their Funeral Solemni- 
ties, which are uſually accompanied with more 
Jollity and Feaſting; than befits the Occaſion; and 
to gain time to make heir Preparations, they 
commonly tranſport their Dead to Vaults within, 
or adjoyning to their Churches, where they re- 
main unburied ſome Months, and ſometimes ſe- 


veral Years; but of late theſe, and other unne- 


= 


ceſſary Expences begin by Degrees, to be, laid a 
ſide, as well in Conformity to the Frugality 15 


the Court, as in Compliance with their preſent, | 


— 


Fortunes, which are narrower now than they 
have ft merly been. H i 16910) eds nrrttl; ff 
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Couſin-German he was, being the Son of Jahn 


[74] 
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Caſimir, Prince Palatine of the Rhine, and Cathe- 
vine of Sueden, Daughter to Charles IX, and Siſter 


to Guſtavus" Adolphus , Queen Chriſtina's Father. 
This King's Mother, Princeſs Hediwig' Eleonora, 
ſent 

| & 


of the Houſe of Holſtein, and Siſter to t 
Duke, had no other Child, and upon the 
of the King her Husband, in the Year 1660. was 


* 


made Regent of the Kingdom, together with the five 


Great Officers of the Crown, and held that Poſt 
till the Year 1672. when the King, her Son, was 
declared Major, and took the Government.” 
His Majeſty's Education in his Minority, by 


4 own Genius, and the Indulgence of his Mo- 


er, (if not by the Contrivance of the Princi- 


; pal Miniſters) was moſtly in order to a Military 


175 


Life; in which Exerciſes, ſuch as Fencing, and 


Riding the Great Horſe, he took more pleaſure, 


and made better Proficiency, than in ſuch Stu- 
dies as required more Intention of the Mind. Be- 
ſides the Suediſh and High- Duteb Languages, which 
his Majeſty learned in his Infancy, and ſpeaks 
both equally well; he was not perfected in any 
other, having only a ſmattering of French, to 
which he hath ſo great an Averſion, that he will 


neither 
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\HARLES XI. the preſent King of Sue- | 
den, was born November the 25th, 1655. two | 
\ ears after his Father, Charles Guſtave X. of the 
Houſe of Deus Ponts, was advanced to the Crown, 
upon the Abdication of Queen Chriſtina, whoſe | 
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neither own, nor be brought to ſpeak ſo much of 


it as he underſtands ; which Want concurring 


with (if not caufing in him) a reſerved Temper, 
and backwardneſs to Converſation with Strati- 


gers, makes it more difficult for Foreign Mini- 


ſters to entertain his Majeſty, and himſelf un- 


4 eaſy upon their Addreſſes. 


T . 
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None ever better conquered this Difficulty, 
than Mr. Warwick, who, having learned a little 
High-Dutch, with which he entertain'd his Maje- 
ſty in ordinary Diſcourſe, without much Mix- 
ture of Buſineſs, he thereby became the Favou- 


rite Foreign Miniſter, and had the Honour to be 


ſingled but by his Majeſty on all Occations. 
In the Year 1674. his Majeſty was Crowned, 
and preſently after engaged in a War that gain'd 


him an eminent Degree both of Experience and 


Honour, having never loſt a Battel in which he 
was perſonally preſent. 7 
At the Conctuſion of the War, Anno 1680. he 
married the Princeſs Ulrica Eleonora, Siſter to the 
King of Denmark, a Lady as Eminent for Piety, 
Virtne, Wiſdom, and all other Qualities truly 
Great and Noble, as for her Birth and Extraction. 
Theſe, with her great Charity to the Poor, and 
Liberality to all, have gain'd her the Hearts of 
the whole Nation, and ſurmounted the Averſion 
they naturally have to thoſe of her Country.. By 
her his Majeſty hath already had Seven Children; 
Five Princes, Four of which are Dead; and 
Two Princeſſes, and has fair hopes of a more 
numerous Iſſue. TL | 
The King is of a Middle Stature, and well-ſer, 
his Hair brown, of a healthful'and vigorous Con- 
{ticution, and Sanguine Complexion , never at- 
tacked with any Violent Sickneſs , but what has 
been occaſion'd by ſome outward Accidents z cf 
which, two eſpecially have endangered his w_ 7 
F ne 
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One was in the War, when his Majeſty riding 


on the Ice, it brake, and he fell into the Water, 


which brought him into a Fever, that he narrow- 
ly eſcaped. The other happened by the Fall off 
his Horſe, when he broke his Leg, and was ſo 
ill treated by his Surgeons, that beſides the Dan- 
ger of his Life then, the Effects of their Miſcar- 
riage are ſtill ſeen in his Majeſty's halting. 
There have happen d to him two Accidents more, 
which have impaired his Strength, and it's fear d 
may ſhorten his Days. One was, That at Hunt- 
ing, Monſieur Machmaſter being in danger to be 
kill'd by a Bear, the King was ſo eager to reſcue | 
him, that he broke a Vein, and was then like to 
have bled to Death, and ſince hath been ſubject | 
to Bleeding upon any Motion. The other was, 
That his Majeſty hath formerly accuſtomed him- | 
ſelf to ride Poſt fuch long Stages, and with fo 
great Speed, that he hath often been near ſuffo- | 
cated by the Heat , the Expence of his Spirits, 
and the Agitation of his Blood ; whereof the 
Effects are ſtill obſerved, and feared by thoſe 
about him. ho 

He poſſeſſes many Excellent and PrincelyQua- 
lities ; an Exemplary Piety, and Religious Diſpo- 
ſition, that ſhews its ſelf in all his Actions ; and 
invincible Courage, that has oft expoſed his Per- 
ſon to great Dangers, not only in his Wars, but 
in his Divertiſements. | 
His Chaſtity and Temperance are very regular 
at leaſt ; if there be any Inſtances of his failing 
in the latter upon any extraordinary Occaſion or 
Entertainment, he hath never been known; or | 
ſcarce ſuſpected to violate the former. 

Frugality is practiſed by his Majeſty in a high 
Degree, and his Parſimonious Temper appears on 
all Occaſions ; that if his Subjects think him too 


preſſing for Money, they have the Satisfaction 
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to ſee and believe that it is laid either out, or up 
for their Good, not expended in profuſe Libera- 
27 lities, or vain Divertiſements, to which his Ma- 


jeſty is a perfect Stranger; neither delighted with 


plays, Gaming, or any other Recreations, be- 
2 ſides Riding, Fencing and Hunting. 5 


His peaceable Demeanor may perhaps more 
juſtly be aſcribed to the State of his Affairs, than 
his own Nature, which more powerfully inclines 
him to the Fatigue of a Camp, than the Eaſe of a 
Court; and ſuits better with a Martial Familiari- 
ty, than the Shews of Grandeur, and the Solem- 
nities of State. The cholerick Temper that hath 
been incident to all his Anceſtors, hath ſome- 
times carried him to low Expreflions of his An- 

r, as well towards the greater as meanner ſort 
of his Subjects; but the Fit is uſually ſoon over, 


and is recompenced by his Placability and Rea- 


dineſs to forgive thoſe that have offended him. 
His Reſpect to his Mother ſeems to equal, if 


not exceed his Kindneſs to his Conſort ; who 


hath the Satisfaction of his Conſtancy, but lit- 
tle Share in his Secrets, and not very much of 
his Converſation, which he frequently beſtows 
on the Queen-Mother , and uſually eats in her 
Apartment. 
N His Majeſty's moſt diligent Inſpection into 
all the Affairs of his Kingdom, beſides that it 


makes all his Miniſters more circumſpect, hath 


ain'd him a great ſtock of Experience. The 
malleſt Matters are not below his Notice, and 
nothing of any Moment is concluded, before 
he hath been conſulted. This is the Employ- 
ment of all his Time; ſcarce any Hour of the 
Day paſſing, from Five in the Morning, when 
he conſtantly riſes, in which Buſineſs of one 


nature or other is not before him. 


F 2 The 


In - 
[80] 


(81] 


[82] 


> 1 
— 


[83] 


l 


1..46 


4] 


* 


An Account of Sueden. 


The Frugality of his Majeſty's Temper is eve · 
where viſible in his Court; in which there is 


little Regard had to Splendor and Magnificence, 
either in Furniture, Tables, or Attendants, r 


other Things of that Nature. The Principal 
Officer of the Court is the Upper Marſhal, for- 
merly called the Marſhal of the Kingdom; 
which Office is now held by Count John Steen- 


beck; next to him are the Marſhal and Intendant 


of the Court, with about Eight or Ten that 
are ſtiled Gentlemen of the Court, Who wait 


at the King's Table. That which makes the beſt | 


Appearance, is the Foot-Guards , which conſiſt 
of 2200 Men, of which one Company is always 
in the Caſtle, and the other in the other Parts 


of the City. The Colonel of the Guards is 


next the King's Perſon in all Publick Solemnities; 
and the Captain that has the Watch, lies in the 
Room next to his Majeſty's Bed- Chamber. There 
is another Guard of 250 Men, of which about 
Ten at a time wait on foot with Halberts, and 


on Horſe-back, when the King travels in Ce- 
remony. "rr bt Ii, 


Next to the King, the Queen-Mother is rank- 
ed both in the Addreſſes of Foreign Miniſters, 
and on all other Occaſions. n 

She is a Princeſs of great Virtue and Goodneſs, 


and would be more eſteemed if ſhe Were not 
diverted from the Exerciſe of Liberality, by the 
Inclination ſhe has to Building; which ſhe has 


gratified in the Structure of a very Magnificent 


Houſe, about Six Miles from Stocſfholm. It has 
one Front towards a great Lake, and the other 
looks upon a Garden of a Thouſand Yards long, 


adorned with very fine and choice Statues; the 


Spoils of Germany and Denmark, and a great 


Number of Caſcades , that are ſupplied with very 
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good Water from an Eminence about a Mile 
diſtant. a 3 Yor go 
Her Court and Revenue is govern'd by Count 
Charles: Gyldenftern ; and next to him is the Mar- 
ſhal of her Court, and other Officers; as alſo a 
Governeſs of the Maids of Honour, who are fix, 
with other Inferior Servants. III 
The Queen Conſort; beſides what has already 
been ſaid of her, is a great Loyer of Reading, 
and, together. with the Northern Languages, ſpeaks 
French perfectly well. She is of a:melancholy. 
Diſpoſition, and lives very retired, ſeldom ig. 


Prise and ringe „ 
I be Elder Princeſs was born in the Year 1687, 
and the Prince in the Vear following; both of 
a delicate Conſtitution: of * Hopes, and 
educated with much Care. The Younger Prig- 
ceſs was horn Anno 1688. 
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f bis Majeſty's Government. 


H IS Majeſty was no ſooner Crowned , but 
he found himſelf engaged in the War then 
on foot; and eſpouſed the French Intereſt , ' in 


In which, the firſt Blow was the Defeat of Feldt 
Marſhal, #*angel. and his Army in Germany; a 
Diſaſter ſo little foreſeen, or provided for, that 
it made a more eaſy way for all the Miſeries that 
enſued upon it, and gave the King more emi- 
ent Occaſions of ſhewing his Courage in De- 
ence of his ee bod People ere me 
% K 


Conſideration of a Subſidy of 200000 l. a Year 2 
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ring out of her own Apartment, and that of the 


[86] 
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38 An Account of Sueden. 3 
[87] Snccefs of that Action turned the Byaſs of the 
Daniſh Councils, and preſented the favourable 
Opportunity they expected, to engage in the War; 
which they began with the Surprizal of Holſtein, 
and the Taking of Wiſmar', and thence tran- 
flated it into Schonen; fo that when the King 
was called. into thoſe Parts, to make Head a- 
gainſt the Danes, he found the Effects of his Mi- 
niſters Deficiency in making due Preparations; 
Four of the Six Fortified Places of that Province 
being already in the Enemies Hands, and the | 
Inhabitants at liberty to expreſs their Affections 
for Denmark.” 
To encounter . theſe Difficulties, and àa more 
Potent Enemy aſſiſted by more Powerful Con- 
federates, the King at firſt had but a-Handful 
of Men, and empty Magazines : The Forces 
{88] of the Kingdom being ſcatter'd into Germany and 
Leifland, the Borders of Norway ,- and the Sea- 
Service ; from all which Places his Majeſty re- 

ceived nothing but Accounts of Loſſes and Miſ- 
fortunes ; ſo that the Fortune of Sueden, and all 

its Ancient Glory , ſeem'd. to be confin'd to his 
Majeſty's Perſon and his little Army, with which 

in the Compaſs of one Year he won Three 
Pitch'd Battels; and in one of them he is ſaid 

to have Charged Thirteen times at the Head 

of a Brigade; and yet, © which is very femark- 

able, doth, value himſelf. for not having drawn 

the Blood of any one an. 

In the Courſe of this War the King gain'd a 

great Stock of Military Experience, without 

[89] any Tincture of thoſe Vices that commonly pre- 

vail in a Camp ; and was ſo indefatigable', and 
den employ'd, that he ſcarce had his Boots 

off in Three Years time. The Streights he 
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was often reduc'd to, taught him many excellent 
Leſſons , eſpecially the Neceflity of putting the 
| 1 Ring- 
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i : Kingdom into a better Poſture: of Defence than 
= he 


ound it. Beſides, his Officers, with the 


; Chief Miniſters about him, Baron John Gulden- 
fiern, made it their Buſineſs to poſſeſs his Ma- 
jeſty with an ill Opinion of the Senate, and diſ- 
cover d the Malverſations that the Ruling Lords 
had been guilty of in his Minority: Which 
ſunk ſo deep with him, that as his D 
fell upon ſome of thoſe Lords during the War, 
and a Slight upon them all; neither communica- 
ting his Counſels, nor acquainting them with 


iſpleaſure 


the Succeſs of his Actions, which they were left 
to learn from Paſſengers and Maſters of Ships; 


ſo after the Concluſion of the Peace, and his 


Return to Stockholm. in the Year 1680, his Ma- 
jeſty call'd together the States of the Kingdom, 
and gave them a Summary Account of the State 
of Affairs during the War, and the Iſſue of it; 


39 


[90] 


and propoſed to them to inſpe& the Occaſions of 


the great Loſſes the Kingdom had ſuſtain'd, to 
find out Means to deliver the Government from 


the Streights (or rather States) it laboured un- 


der, and to conſult for its further Security. 

The Odium of all the Loſſes and Misfortunes 
of the War, was V fix d upon the Miniſters 
that had managed Affairs in the King's Mino- 
rity. And therefore a Committee was choſen 
out of the ſeveral Bodies of the States, to en- 
quire into the Miſcarriages and Evil Counſels of 
thoſe Miniſters, and paſs Sentence upon the 


Delinquents: And to this end the Regiſters of 


the Council were examin'd, the Damage ariſing 
from each Reſolution computed, and every Se- 


nator that had voted therein was charged with 


his Proportion of it; and that with ſo much Ri- 
gor, that their whole Eſtates have not ſufficed 
to make Satisfaction. To this the States alſo 
found, that the Power the Senators attributed 

to 


An Account of Sueden. 
to themſelres, had helped to produce theſe 


bad Effects ; aid therefore declared, That as 


[92] 


they, the 
ey find, that the Article of his Majeſty's Coro- 


nation-Oath, (in which he had promiſed to rule 
the Kingdom with the Advice of the Senators) | 
did oblige him to think it neceſſary any longer | 


to have their Concurrence to any Counſels he 


thought fit to take; or continue their Salaries to 
more of them than he was pleaſed to employ : 


Upon which ſeveral of them were laid aſide ; and 
the reſt, inſtead of their former Title of Coun- 
ſellors, or Senators of the Kingdom, were {tiled 
the King's Counſellors ; a Method which per- 
haps in time may. coſt the Crown dear, there be- 
ing left none to bear the Burthen between the 
King and the Complainants. ' And to give great- 
er Strength to this, the States declared alfo, That 
though the Regents, during a Minority, might 
be called to Account for their Adminiſtration : 


yet his Majeſty, who received his Crown from 


God, was only accountable to God for his Acti- 
ons, and tied by no other Engagements than 
what his Coronation-Oath imporced ; namely, 


Jo rule the Kingdom according to Law: Which 


Article was further explain'd in the following . 


Convention. 

To remedy the great Neceſſities the Govern- 
ment was reduc'd to, and diſcharge the vaſt Debts 
contracted in the War, ſeveral very important 
Concluſions were made ; for both a very. large 


Benevolence was granted, towards which every 


Perſon in the Kingdom that receiv'd Wages paid 
the Tenth Penny ; every whole Farm Five 
Crowns, which is near as much as the uſual Rent 
of thoſe Farms; and the Citcſès a proportiona- 
ble Contribution ; and that for Two Years, 1 
1 


States, needed no ſuch Mediators ; 
been the King and them; ſo neither did 
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if a War happen'd; for Four. And a Reſolution 
was taken to eſtabliſh a New Gollegs of Redu- 


oP A with Power to reunite to the Crown all 
A 


nds, as by former Kings had been alie- 


— by way of Donation „or ſold at an under 


Value. IJ Der 
The Ghoice _ the Meatbon! of his College, 


and the Particulars of their Inſtructions ie 


left ro his Majeſty; the States only-preſcribing 
ſome; General Bounds, and eſpecially propidings 
That of ſuch: Lands as were to be reunited,,..the 
Value of 70 l. a Meir ſhould b left to che Poſ- 
ſeſſor. 

The Care of the os Seculity of the King- 
dom the States recommend to his Majeſty, 
praying him to make ſuch an :Bſtabliſhment of 
the Militia, and Ferant e the 9 and 
Fortreſſes , as ſhould appear;needful : fayou- 


rable was this Conjuncture for Ty vangement 


of the King's Authority, that he ſcarca needed 
to ask whatever he deſired; each Body of the 
States ſtriving which ſhould, out-bid the other 
in their Conceſſions, The Nobility 3 Gen- 
try, Who univerſally depend on the King, fol 
being able to ſubſiſt upon their own privat 
tunes, without ſome Additional Office, were 
under a Neceflity 7 comply, with . thing, 
rather than hazard their preſent. Emp! oyments, 


or future Hopes of Advancement: Their Inte- 


reſt therefore obliged them to keep pace voy 
the Officers of the Army that fat in their Honſe, 


and ſom others of their Brethren , who, 80. | 


rouſly, promoted the King's Affairs. 

The Clergy, Burghers and Peaſants, were ga- 
fly perſuaded, That the Miſeries they had ſuffer- 
ed, proceeded from the too great Power of the 
Nobility ; , Thar the King could never, be too 
e truſtod; ; his 9 having ſo oft expo- 


ſed 
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ſed his Life to the greateſt Dangers in Defence | 
of his Subjects, it was their Duty to make all the 
Grateful Returns they were able: Beſides, they | 
were glad of an Occaſion of humbling the No- 
bility, who in Proſperity were always imperious; 
and concluded, that the Burthen falling upon 


them, would redound to their own Eaſe. 


_ "Theſe Diſpoſſtions of the People, added to | 
the exceffive Affection they had for the Kings 
Perſon; from an Opinion of his Piety, and Ad- 
miration of his Courage, gave him an Oppor- | 
tunity to lay the Foundations of as Abſolute z | 
Sovereignty, as any Prince in Europe poſſeſſes. The | 
Project of which great Alteration, his Majelty | 
(as was ſuppoſed) received from Baron Fob | 
Gyldenftiern,' a Miniſter of Great Abilities}, ' and 


as great an Enemy to the Senate: He had wait- 


ed on the King inthe War, and drawn to Him- 


ſelf the Management of all weighty Affairs, 
and perhaps expected to hold the ſame Poſt upon 
this Great Revolution, which in the former Con- 
ſtitution he could not hope : But before this Aſ- 
ſembly, and ſoon after his Return from an Em- 
baff in Denmark, he died, not without Suſpicion 
Upon theſe Foundations, his Majeſty, after 


the Separation of the States, ſet his Miniſters 


earneſtly to work, and with an Unwearied Ap- 
plication took Cognizanee of their Proceed- 


1 3 n | ud 

> Porvign Aﬀairs were committed to Count Be- 
nedict Oxenſtiern, Monſieur Ehreyſtien, and Mon- 
ſieur Oernſtedt, Perſons of great Experience and 
Abilities. The Count began to be employd in 
Publick Affairs at the Treaty of Munſten; at 


which he was for ſome time, and has ſince been 


for the moſt part in Embaſſies, eſpecially in Ger- 
many, and was then return'd from the Treaty of 
1 | Nime- 
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Nimeguen, where he had (tis ſaid upon his La- 
dy Account) entertain d a violent Averſion to 
Fance: And being made Preſident of the Chan- | 
y cery in the room of Count Magnus.de la Gardie, 
ho was laid aſide, he took Care to give his 
Majeſty the ſame Impreſſions; laying beſgre him [99 
ho that Court, þy. Corrupting his Miniſters, 
had engag d Sueden in the War of which his Ma- 
jeſty had felt the Miſeries, and was forced to ſit 
down with the Loſs of ſome Territories in Ger- 
many, beſides Forty Sail of good Ships, and above 
x00000 Men; all which might either have heen 
evented, or repair d, if France had not ſacri- 
fi d Sueden to its own Intereſt: That the Subſi- 
dy was rather diſtributed by French Commiſſa- 
ries, and employ d in their on Service, than 
id to his Majeſty ; who oft times, in his great- 
eſt Need, could not be ſupplied out of that 
Fund: That his Majeſty could neither he Maſter 
of his own Councils, nor make any tolerable i- 
1 & gure in Europe, ſo long as he was eſteem d a Pan- 
-& foner, and a Mercenary. le „ 
Hb beſe, and the like Reaſons, moved the King [100] 
to command each Member of the Privy, Coun- 
cil to put in Writing what Meaſures they thought 
adviſable for him to take, in relation to Foreign 
Affairs; in which ſome of them argued: very 
s & warmly for France; but the Reaſons on the other 
Side were more prevalent with his Majeſty, who 
- & thereupon took ſuch Reſolutions as produced the 
Guaranty League with Holland , and other Coun- 
ſels that Sueden has ſince purſu'd. A 
For the Management of Affairs at Home, his 
Majeſty employed Baron Claudius Flemingb; 
 & whoſe Father having been ill uſed by the Re- 
gents in the King's Minority, had left him ſeve- 
ral Projects that fell in with the Deſigns on foot, 
and enabled him to go thro with the ae 
ee, 2 -— 
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44 
of Crown-Lands ; being made Prefident of that 
College; and affiſted with a competent Number 
of Aﬀeſſors. He began to examine the Titles 

of thoſe that held any Lands that had formerly 
belonged to the Crown; and where any ſuch 
were found to have been alienated by way of 
Donation for pretended Services, or were ſitua- 
ted in forbidden Places, (that is, within Six 
Miles of any of the King's Caſtles) they were | 
reunited to the Crown without further Diſpute ; | 
the'Value of 70 J. per An. being reſerved to the 
Poſſeſſor. As to Crown-Lands that had been | 
ſold, Enquiry was made into the Nature of the 

Price, and the real Value of the Eſtate. Where 
Ready Money had been paid, the Intereſt of 5 

Cent. was allowed for it; and if the Yearly | 
alue of the Eſtate exceeded that Intereſt , the 
ſaid Overplus, and the Intereſt of it at 8 per 
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Cent. from the firſt Alienation, was computed, 
ani frequently made to amount to as much as the 
Capital it ſelf ; which being by that means ſatiſ⸗ 
fied, the Eſtate return'd to the King. Where 
Lands had been given in Payment of Arrears, 
there no Intereſt was allow'd, the Capital being 
accounted unfruitful : So that the Yearly Value 
of ſuch Lands, together with the Intereſt, was 
deducted from the Principal ; which being ſoon 
eaten out, not only the Lands return'd to the 
King, but the Poſſeſſor alſo became indebted to 
him; and he was to accept it as an Act of 
Grace, if his Majeſty took the Lands ; and for- 
gave the Debt. 1 FM 2404 
Buy theſe Methods the King recover'd a very 
great Revenue, tho' with the Impoveriſhing of 
moſt Families in Sueden, and many of them ſuch; 
whoſe Anceſtors and themſelves alſo had ſpent 
their Lives and Fortunes in the Crown's Service; 
which Confiderations could not be regarded, nor 
127 8 Excepti- 
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Exceptions made in favour of any in particular, 


without adding to the Diſcontents of all the reſt; 
vho more patiently ſuffer d, while the Caſe was 
| * .. as . , 1 F | 4 


eneral. + $76, eee 
The ſame Baron Flemingh was alſo made Pre- 


adent of the Treaſury, and of che College of 


Liquidation; a Court erected not only to be a 
Barrier to the Treaſury, and keep all Creditors 
off, till their Accounts were firſt ſtated and ap- 
proved in that College; but his Buſineſs was alſo 
to find out ſuch as were any ways indebted to the 
King, to form the Charge againſt them, and de- 
mand Payment, which was not to be refuſed up- 
on pretence (as it ſometimes was the Caſe) that 
the Party had greater Sums due from the Crown; 
but the King's Debt was to be paid firſt, and 
without any delay, and the Party left to State his 
Accounts afterwards in the College of Liquida- 
tion. And wherein ſuch Acts were uſed towards 
many, by making (as they call them) Obſervati- 
ons upon the Price, the time of delivering the 
Species of N and the like, that ſeveral of 
the King's Debts have been paid without a Far- 
thing of Money, and not a few Pretenders have 
thereby been made Debtors to the King, and Pay- 
ment extorted with great Rigo. 

The Payment of the Fleet, his Majeſty com- 
mitted to Baron Hans Watchtmaiſter, (in the place 
of the great Admiral, Count Steenbec) who pre- 
vailed to have it removed from Stockholm, its or- 
dinary Station,to a Harbour fortified for that pur= 
poſe 'in the Province of Bleaking, and named 
Carlſcrone , as being both nearer to Denmark, and 
Germany, earlier free from Ice in the Spring, and 
the Parts adjacent abounding with Timber. In 
that, and other Places, great Diligence was uſed, 
both to repair the Old Ships, which amounted 
not to Twenty Sail, and to build new — 

| whic 
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which ſince that time, about Twenty from Eigh- © 
ty to Forty Guns; and Eight or Ten of leſs force, 
have been built by Two Engiiſh , and other Ma- 
ſter-builders. . 4 9-109 i 
The Eftabliſhment of the Militia, his Majeſty 
made his own-peculiar Care, as having more im- 
mediately felt the Effects of the Diſorder it hjdd 
been in, and learnt by Experience the Neceſſit 
of ſuch à ſtanding Force, as might anſwer the 
Ends of its Inſtitut ion. 7 hon ON 
In what manner his Majeſty proceeded herein, 
ſhall be ſhown in another placde. 
In this Interval, his Majeſty publiſhed ſeveral 
which is already mentioned ; another to fix the | 
Right of Precedency among the Nobility and | 
Officers; wherein next after the Privy-Counſel- 
lors, the Soldiers are principally conſidered; 


each conſiderable Office, being ranked according 


to its Dignity and Precedency, determined ac- 
cording to that Rank, without any Reſpect to 
Birth or Quality. f a on cb os an tce? 
At the next Aſſembly of the States in the Year | 
1683. beſides a Benevolence equal to that granted 
the laſt Seſſions, his Majeſty obtained ſuch far- 
ther Advantages, as the Ends he deſigned did re- 
quire ; for not only the Re-union of the 70 l. a 
Vear reſerved by the former Seſſion, was con- 
ſented to, and that without the leaſt Difficulty, 
becauſe thoſe of the Nobility that had loſt moſt, 
did thereby revenge themſelves of the Officers of 
the Army: And others, who had been the great 
Sticklers in the Reduction, by which themſelves 
had loſt little or nothing, if the Reſervation of 
70 I. per Annum had ſtood; but the Article of Ru- 
ling tbe Kingdom according to Lam, was alſo further 
explained, and the States declared, That his Ma- 
Fay va was not thereby tied to the Laws then in be- 
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che whole Kingdom. And whereas his Majeſty 
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ing, but might alter the ſame, and add thereto 
ſuch Conſtitutions, as he thought moſt uſeful for 
the preſent State of the Kingdom; and that 
vhatever Inſtructions he pleaſed to give any Col- 
lege or Officer, the ſame were a Law to them, 
and all others that they concerned, adding only 
this, That they hop'd his Majeſty would com- 
municate to the States ſuch Laws aàs were of 2 


general Nature, and intended to be binding to 


had laid before the States, the undue Proceedin 
of the Miniſters at his Father's Death, whoſe 
Teſtament they reſcinded; and alter'd the Frame 


of the Government he had preſcribed-to be ob- 


ſerv'd in the King's Minority; the States declared, 
That the Authors of thoſe Alterations, were no 
honeſt Patriots , and left them to the King's Ju- 
ſtice 'promiſing that in caſe of his Majeſty's 
Deceaſe, during his Succeſſor's Minority, they 
would ſee his Teſtament punctunllyfufiled ; and 
the Form of Government thereby preſcribed, in- 
violably obſer ve. 14% 

The next Aſſembly of the States in 1686. re- 
newed the uſual Benevolence which was asked to 
enable the King to pay his Debts; and made ſome 
further Conceſſions in the Matter of the Reunion, 
rather to take off the Odium from thie King and 
his Miniſters, than to add any Authority to hib 
Majeſty's Proceedings. Us. 2% Sag) 
Theſe and the like Conceſſions, have rendred 
his Majeſty an Abſolute Monarch, to which His 
Subjects ſubmit without any Conteſt; and had 


not thoſe other Preſſures that accompanitd it 


made it uneaſy, there would ſcarce have been 
found in that Loyal Kingdom any one pPerſon 


diſaffected to the Government; but the loſs of E- 
ſtates, they ſuppoſed to have Right to, has created 


Diſcontents in many of the Nobility and Gen- 
| try, 
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try, and the frequent and heavy Taxes impoſed 
by the States are no leſs ſenſible to thoſe. of infe- 
rior Degrees; thar perhaps the ing of Se, 
has loſt as much in the Affection of his Subjects, 
as he has gain d in his Revenue . yet this is not I | 


like to produce any bad Effects, ſince the King 


knows ſo well how to make himſelf obeyed, and . 
has ſuch effectual Means in his Hands, not only 
to reſtrain any Diſorders, but to engage the 


greateſt part of the Nation to his Intereſt. 


For the Diſtribution of all Employments of | 
any Value in the Kingdom, belongs to his Maje- | 
ſty ; and the Nobility and Gentry, as well as o- 
thers, are under a greater N candy than ever, of | 


rendring themſelves acceptable to him, that they 
may get Employments. - Beſides, his Majeſty has 
lately thought fit to cauſe all that are in Office to 
renew their Qath of Fidelity; the Tenor of 
which has been accommodated to the preſent 
Government. The Inſtructions alſo of All Go- 
vernors of Provinces, and other, both; Civil and 
Military Officers, have been reviſed and renew- 
ed: And as a new Body of Laws \ Eccleſiaſtical 
is already publiſned; ſo the Common Laws of 
the Kingdom are under Conſideration, to be ren- 
dred more plain, full, and ſuitable to the preſent 
State of things, according to the Mind of the 
King, and thoſe that are his Adviſers in this 
Change; yet all this Power and Proviſion is not 
by the Court it ſelf thought ſufficient to keep an 
Oppreſſed People from Diſorders; nor would it 


likely long do ſo, if the King did not by great 
Applications and Deferences court the Clergy , 


and by no ſmall Degrees of Compliance with 
them, not only in Eccleſiaſtical, but even in Ci- 
vil Affairs, cultivate their Fidelity and Affection; 
and this, becauſe the Prieſts have very great and 
uncontroulable Intereſt and Authority among the 
* 22 f Com- 
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ot Common People (who only can make Diſtur- 
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bances] and can at their Pleaſure inftame,: or ap- 
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Of the Prioy-Cmemcyl. 


| 'T HE Ancient Conftitutiott, which gave 


| them the Title of Senators of the King- 
dom, gave them alſo Authority, not only to ad- 
viſe in all Buſineſs of Importance, but in ſome 
Caſes to admoniſh and over-rule the King , who 
was not at Liberty to tranſact any weighty Af- 
fairs without the-Concurrence of 4 Majority of 
the Senate; and though the King choſe them, 
yet the States received their Oath, which rather 
expreſt their Fidelity to the Kingdom in general, 
than to the King ; their Office was for Life, and, 
not only Attempts upon their Perſon, but Defa- 
mation of them, was accounted Treaſon. 
But the Late Revolution has effectually delivered 
the King from this (as they call it) Encroach- 


ment = vi Royalty and Prerogative, and reduced 


thoſe Officers to the Title, and proper Duties of 
Privy-Counſellors, putting it into the King's 
Power to employ them as he thinks fit; to ask 
their Counſel as he ſees Occaſion, and to lay ſuch 
of them aſide, as he finds convenient, which his 
Majeſty accordingly practiſes ; ſome of them 


being Jaid aſide, and the remainder; together 


with thoſe the King hath added to them, are 
diſperſt into various Employments, and very rare- 
ly meet in a Body; his Majeſty tranſacting all 

ffairs, both Domeſtick and Foreign, with the 


proper Officers, to whom they are immediatel7 


Sin- 
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. entruſted, without the Participation of the whole 
[115] Council. The Number of Privy-Counſellors s 
at preſent about Eighteen, each of them has a 
Salary of 300 . a Year ; and moſt have other be- 


neficial Employments. 
| 5 : © 5 5 
rn 
Z f : 4 Of the States of Sueden. "0 


AD HE Boundleſs Liberality of the Three laſt 
Seſſions of the States hath left that Body 
little more than its Ancient Name, and a Power 
- of Conſent to ſuch Impoſitions as the King's Oc- 
. caſions require, which he chuſes rather-to receive 
through their Hands, than employ his 1 
in a matter ſo apt to adminiſter occaſion of Diſ- 
content: Their ufual time of Aſſembly, is 
once in three Years, or oftner, if the Affairs of 
the Kingdom require it. The Letters for calling 
them together, are ſent to the Governors of Pro- 
vinces, who thereupon write to each Nobleman 
[117] and Gentleman in their Province, and to the Bi- 
| ſhops, who cauſe the ſame to be publiſhed in all 
Churches. | | 5 
The Body of the Nobility and Gentry are re- 
preſented by one of each Family, of which there 
are about a Thouſand in Sueden, and with them 
the Collonel, Lieutenant-Collonel, Major, and 
one Captain of each Regiment ſit and vote. 
For the Clergy, beſides the Biſhops and Super- 
intendents in each Rural Deanery , or Ten Pa- 
riſhes, one is choſen, and maintained at the 
Charge of nis Electors; theſe make a Body of a- 
bout Two hundred. 5 
. The 


DD . . . m ˙ũl! ] uu. mwm ].... 7˙— ¹˙ . .! ᷣ 


An Acctunt of Sueden. 5 
The Repreſentatives of the Burghers are cho- | 
ſen by the Magiſtrates and Common-Couneil of 
each Corporation, of which Stockholm ſends 
Four, others Two, and ſome One, who make 
about One hundred and fifty. 155 
he Peaſants of each Diſtrict chuſe one of their [118] 
own Quality to appear for them, whoſe Charges 
they bear, and give him Inſtructions in ſuch Mat- 
ters as they think need Redreſs. They are about ago. 
Their firſt meeting (hen at Stockholm ) is in 
a large Room in the Caſtle, called the Hall of the 
Kingdom, where his Majeſty being ſeated on a 
Throne, and the  Privy-Counſellors ſitting at 
ſome Diſtance, the Preſident of the Chancery 
makes them a Compliment in the King's Name, 
and then a Secretary reads his Majefty's Propoſals 
to them, in which they are acquainted with the 
State of Affairs ſince their Receſs, and the pre- 
ſent occaſion of their Advice and Afliſtanee:'To 
which, firſt, the Marſhal of the Nobility, who is 
choſen by the King, returns an Anſwer, and kif. [119] 
ſes the King's Hand; and after him, the Arch- 
biſhop in the Name of the Clergy; the firſt 
Burgher-Maſter of Stockholm, for the Burghers, 
and one of the Peaſants for his Brethren. E 
then ſeparate into Four ſeveral Houſes, and chuſe 
a Secret Committee, compoſed of an equal Num- 
ber of each Body, who receive from the King's. 
Miniſters ſuch further Informations of his Maje- 
ſty'sPleaſure, as are not thought fit to be communi- 
cated in publick, and thereupon prepare ſuch Mat- 
ters as are to be propoſed to the ſeveral Bodies. 
In each Houſe Matters are concluded by Majori- 
ty of Voices; and if one or more of theſe Bo- 
dies differ in Opinion from the reſt, they are ei- 
ther brought over by Perſuaſions, or the Point re- 
mains unconcluded.  . | $75 T0 
When the Affairs propoſed by the King are fi- [ 120 
40 | H 2 : niſhed, 
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niſhed, they then inſinuate their Grievances, each q 
1 ſeverally, to which the King returns ſuch 
Anſw 


* 


ers as he thinks fit; and to each Member of 
the three Inferior Bodies an Authentick Copy is 
delivered, as well of the general Concluſion 
made by the whole States, as of the King's An- 
ſwer to the Grievances of his reſpective Body, 
which he carries home to his Electors. 


_— 


[121] JJ 
O the Revenue of the Kingdom. 
H E ſtanding Revenues of the Kingdom 
1 of Sueden ariſe from Crown-Lands, Cu- 
ſtoms, Poll-Money, Tythes, Copper and Silver- 
Mines, Proceedings at Law, and other leſs con- 

ſiderable Particulars; which are calculated in all 
to near a Million of Pounds a Year ; of which 
the Lands make above One Third, and the Cu- 
ſtoms almoſt a Fourth. The Poll-Money is paid 
only by the Peaſants; each of which above Six- 
Fre and under Sixty, pays about Twelvepence 

Aer. . Ae 

In the Treaſury-Chamber, a Preſident (now 
Baron Fabian Mrede) with Four Counſellors, and 
[122] other Officers ſit, and act as a Court of Juſtice, 
in ſuch Matters as relate to the King's Revenue; 
but they make no Aſſignments, that being the 
Buſineſs of the Contoir of State, in which the 
Commiſſary, in Conjunction with the Preſident, 
diſpoſe of all Payments, but yet not without 
Orders immediately from the King. At the Be- 
ginning of every Year they make a Calculation 
of what is likely to come in, and what will re- 
main above the ordinary Charge; which they 
a lay. before his Majeſty, and'receive his Orders 
what Debts ſhall firſt be paid. The greateſt * 
| | O q 
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thereby ſaves the Charge of Officers to receive 
and pay it; there being between the Contoiy of 


is State and the Bank, only one Rent-Maſter, ( as 


they ſtile him) who keeps Account with them 
both, and gives Aſſignments according to the 
Orders he receives. W „ 

The Revenue is ſuppoſed at preſent to exceed 
the ordinary Charge of the Crown; and the 
King having lately had Three feveral extraor- 
dinary Contributions, and vaſt Forfeitures from 
the faulty Miniſters of State , as alſo great Ad- 
vantages in Recovering the Debts due to the 
Crown, would have his Coffers well fill'd, if the 
Building of Ships, and Paying of Debts con- 
tracted in the laſt War, had not drain d them in 
ſome meaſure. In 1686. it was told the States, 
in the King's Name, That in Six Years time his 
Majeſty had pai Debts to above Two Millions 
of Pounds, (tho many of them were paid with 


little Money,) beſides. the Building of about 


Thirty Ships: And yet "tis generally believed 
the King is not ill provided with Ready Caſh: 
And there is great Neceſſity for ſich Proviſion, 
to ſupply any preſſing Occaſion, fince the Credit 
of Sueden is very low Abroad; and at Home the 
Ordinary Taxes are ſo high, chat the People can- 
not long furniſh any Additional, and Extraor- 
dinary Affiſtanges ; that as the Crown has reſu- 
med all former Liberalities, and with Rigor ex- 
acted its utmoſt Right, ſo it mutt chiefly depend 
upon thoſe Funds; little being to be expected 


from the People, and no Credit from Abroad in 


Caſe of Extremity, ſince thoſe that have formerly 
truſted the Crown have been ſo very ill uſed; 
and neither the States of the Kingdom, if they 
ſhould. interpoſe their Engagements, are in a 


Condition to make them good: Nor can any De- 


pendance 


of the King's Money paſſes thro the Bank, and 


[123] * 
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[125] pendance be made upon the Security either of the 
Crown-Lands, or any other Branch of the Re- 
venue, ſince the late Reſumption of thoſe Lands, | 
* and Revocation of ſuch Securities, have deſtroy'd 
Al future Faith. en ann 


—— 
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Of the Forces of Sueden. 


13 HE n gain'd, and the Conqueſts 
made by Sueden in this and the laſt Age, 
has not ſo much been owing to its NativeStrength, 
as to Foreign Aſſiſtance of Germant, French, Eng- 
liſh, and eſpecially Scots, of whom they have 
uſed great Numbers in all their Wars with Moſ- 
covy, Poland, Germany, and Denmark; and by 
them the Art of War and Military Diſcipline has 
been by degrees introduced into this Nation, 
that in former Times had only the Advantage of 
Courage and Numbers : For tho' the Original 
Conſtitution of the Countrey, and its Diviſion 
into Hundreds and other larger Portions that 
ſtill retain Military Names, ſeems to have been 
[127] the Work of Armies; and the frequent Expedi- 
tions of the Goths, and other Inhabitants of theſe 
Parts, ſhew, That in all Ages they were addict- 
ed to War and Violence; yet it was in a difor- 
derly and tumultuous manner; their Infantry al- 
ways conſiſting of Unexperienc d Peaſants, raiſed 
for the Occaſion, and disbanded as ſoon as it was 
over. The Feudal Laws indeed (which are ſup- 
poſed to have had their Birth amongſt theſe Peo- 
ple) provided for a Competent Number of Ca- 


valry ; 
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valry; all Eſtates of the Nobility and Gefitry 


being held by Knights Service : And while the 
Kingdom was Elective, the Kings were bound 
to maintain ſome Forces of Horſe out of the 
Revenues of the Crown. But this Eſtabliſhment 


had been in a great meaſure corrupted, and the 


Kingdom ſo ſhatter'd with Domeffick Broils, that 
it made a very inconſiderable Figure; and was 
little known in Europe till the Crown became 
Hereditary, and the Intereſt of the Royal Family 


concerned in the Strength and Proſperity of the 


Nation. Since that time, the Standing Forces 
of the Kingdom have been augmented , yet not 
ſo effectually eſtabliſhed as irs Neceſſities requi- 
red: For it generally happen'd, that the No- 
bility and Gentry were ſo backward in Fitting 
out their Horſe, and the Levies of Foot not be- 
ing to be made without the Conſent, of the Pea- 
ſants in the Aſſembly of the States, it was ſo 


55 


[128] 


hardly obtain'd , that the Regiments were very 


thin , and Recruits extreme difficult ; nor were 
the Officers'Salaries fo punctually paid, as to en- 
able them to be in Readineſs on all Occaſions. 
To remedy theſe Inconveniences, the preſent 
King, on whom the States had conferr'd an Abſo- 


lute Power, to put the Militia into ſuch a Method 


as he ſhould think fit, has made ſuch Regulations 
in all the Particulars relating to this Matter , as 
were requiſite to bring it to Perfection. - 
The new Ijun#ions he has made about the 
Cavalry that the Nobility and Gentry furniſh, are 
ſo exact, that tis not in their Power to put either 
the Man or the Horſe that are once Liſted, to o- 
ther Employments than what are there ſpecified, 


- but muſt have them in a continual Readineſs 


whenever they are call'd upon, with ſuch Arms 
and Equipage as his Majeſty hath directed. In 
Default of which, ſevere Penalties are CF 

and 
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and the Eftates they hold by that Service ſubje& 
For the Infantry, the King has taken the like 
Care: And whereas formerly no Levies could 
be made but by Conſent of the States; and 
that but by ſmall Parcels at a time, and with 
fuch Diſturbance, that on. thoſe Occafions twas 


_ uſual for half the Peaſants to run into the | 
Woods, and other Hiding-places , to eſcape be. 


ing made Soldiers; this has been remedied by 
the King's Commiſſioners, who have diſtributed 
the Infantry of each Province proportionably to 
the Number of Farms; each of which of the 
Value of about 60 or ol. a Lear (not being ap- 

opriated to the Officers or other peculiar Ser- 
vices) is charged with one Foot-Soldier , who 


receives from the Farmer Diet, - Lodgings, ordi- 


nary Cloaths, and about Twenty Shillings aYear 
in Money; or elſe, a little Wooden Houſe is 
'built for him at the Farmer's Charge ; who muft 
alſo furniſh him with 2s much Hay as will keep 
'2 Cow in Winter, and Paſturage in Summer, 


and Plow and Sow for him ſuch a Parcel of 


Ground as will afford him Bread. They that are 
marry'd, (as many of them are) generally ac- 
cept this latter Condition: The unmarried Sol- 
diers uſually abide with the Farmer, but are not 


bound to do him any Service without Wages. 


When they have once taken the Peaſants Mo- 


'ney , and are liſted in the King's Service, they 
can never quit it ſo long as they are able to ſerve, 


and if they deſert, are puniſhed with Death. 
The firſt Inſtitution of this Method was very 


burdenſome to the Peaſants, who were at great 
Charge to hire their Men, which coſt them ro, 
and ſometimes 20 J. a Piece; and the fame they 
muſt do whenever their Soldier dies. This in 


Penceable Times will not be ſo chargeable as it 


15 


is in Times of War; when Men will be un- 
wing to ſerve, and Recruits more frequently 
needed. And as this is Part of the Project hi- 


*therto unexperienc d, ſo moſt believe it will be 


found very difficult, if not impracticable. 
As all the common Soldiers are thus provided 
for at the. Country's Charge, ſo all Officers, 
both of Horſe and Foot, are maintained by the 
King, who hath- appropriated ſo much of the 
Lands lately reunited, or formerly belonging to 
the Crown, to that purpoſe.” So that every Of- 
ficer has 4 Convenient Houſe ; and Competent 
Portion of Land to live upon, ſituate in that 
Part of the Country where the Regiment he be- 
longs to is quartered; as alſo the Rent of ſo 
many other Farms as make up his Pay; which 
tho it be ſomewhat leſs than formerly, yet be- 
ing punctually paid, either in Money, Corn, or 


other Commodities, they find it more profitable, 
than when they were to ſollicit for it at the Trea- 


ry IRE of Foot has „ of theſs Lands, the 


Learly Rent of about 300 J. and the reſt; pro- 


zortionably ; which amounts to about 25004; 4 
Year,” for all the Officers, both Upper and Un- 


der, of One Foot-Regiment. Agd there being 


in Sueden, Finland and Leifland, 28 Regiments 
of Foot under this Eſtabliſument; the Main- 
tenance of all the Officers belonging to them, 
coſts the King about 70000 J. 4a Year : What 
Charge the Cloathing of the Common Soldiers 
once in Two or Three Years;, their Arms, and 
ſuch other Neceſſaries may put the King to, can- 
not be ſo eaſily com pute. 

The Officers of Horſe are provided for after 


is 
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their Officers is computed to be about 80600 7, RP: 
* 2 Year, all which ariſes from the Rents''of RP 
 Crown-Lands, as do alſo the Wages of Civil Of 
ficers in the Country, who have Farms annex d 7 
to their Employments, in the ſame manner as the 
Militia. | . 2 HL = 4 > "# 6 of 
The Laws the King hath made for maintain- 
ing this Conſtitution are yery" exact and parti- 
cular, and provide with great Caution, that nei- 
' © ther the Peaſants ſhall be oppreſs d, nor the Lands 
and Houſes ruin'd. To which end all ſuch 
[135] Lands are yearly viſited, and the Poſſeſſor com- 


pell'd to make ſuch Repairs as are found needful. 
And as every Officer upon his firſt coming to 
ſuch an Eſtate, ſubſcribes an Inventory of it, 
ſo upon Advancement he cannot take Poſſeſſion 
of another Charge, till he hath put that Eſtate 
into as good a Condition as he found it; and 
in caſe of Death, his Heirs cannot inherit till 
that be done. | | RAY ARA! 
In Times of Peace, all Treſpaſſes and Crimes 
committed by the Soldiery fall ordinarily under 
the Cognizance of a Civil Magiſtrate , who has 
the ſame Authority over them as over the reſt f 
the King's Subjects; except when they are en- 
camped, or _—_ on, or any way under flying 
Colours: In all which Caſes, as alſo in all Mat- 
ters that relate ſolely to their Profeſſion, their 
Officers have Juriſdiction over them, without 
[135] Whoſe Leave a private Soldier is not permitted 
to lodge out of his Quarters, nor be, abſent a 
Day from the Pariſh he belongs to. The Infe- 
rior Officers cannot be abſent from their Charge 
but by the Colonel's Permiſſion, nor Captains; 
and thoſe above them, without the King's Leave. 
And the good Effect of the Officers conſtanit 
Reſidence upon their reſpective Charges, appears 
in the quiet and peaceable Behaviour of, the 
| | Soldiers, 


| 
| 
| 
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any Enormities, nor given the common People 
Hany great occaſion of complaint. 
Io keep them in Diſcipline, each Company 
meets, and is Exerciſed once a Month, and every 

Regiment once or twice a Near, at which times 

ni they wear the King's Cloaths, which at 
their return, are carefully laid up in the Chur- 


For their Government in Time of War, the 
ing hath lately cauſed the Articles of War to 
pe reviewed and printed, together with a new 
ſtabliſnment of Courts Martial, and Inſtructi- 
ons for the Auditors General, and other Officers 
oncern'd in the Miniſtration of Juſtice. 
And for his Majeſty's Infagmation on all occa- 
ſions; a Book hath been lately made, ſpecifying 
the Names of every Military Officer in the King's 
Army, the Time when they firſt came into the 
ervice, and by what Steps they have riſen; by 
Which means, at one view, his Majeſty knows 
the Merit and Services of any Officer... 
The Forces in Pomerania and Bremen, as alſo 
he Regiment of Foot-Guards are not under this 
Eſtabliſhment, but are paid in Money. 


The whole Body of the King G 


| N neden For- 
es, according to the beſt and exact Ac- 
count, is as follows: EOS 


q : err 5-19 2Mv6 KHARN Rt 
The eſtabliſn'd Militia in Sueden 
Finland and Liefland are, Men, 
Cavalry 15 Regiments, is 17000 


Infantry 28 Regiments, is 350 


Foot-Guards 1 Regiment.. 2000 
giments, is 


In all, 50 Regiments, 7 rat of 


Forces in Pomeren and Bremen 1 ain 


4 * 4 ** * 
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Soldiers, who have not hitherto broke out into 
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Fach Regiment ordinarily / conſiſts of 120 . 

„ Men, (but ſome of more) of which 96 are OH 
cWders; and ſuch care is taken to keep them com 
pleat, that ir very ſeldom happefs, that 20 Men 

at a time are wanting in a Regiment; and as they 

are always in a readineſs, ſo a great Body of them 

may quickly be brought together, eſpecially to 

[139] wards the Borders of Denmark and Norway, when 

in twenty Days time the King of Sueden can have 

ee May. 7 OI BY 
Above the ordinary Eſtabliſhment, the King 

hath annex'd to each Regiment about twenty ſu 
pernumerary Farms, to anſwer any extraordinan 
Accidents of Fire, e*c. and to furniſh a Subſiſtency 

for ſuch Officers, as are paſt Service. 

For common Soldiers that Age or Wounds har 
rendred-unfit for War, there is one general Hoſpi 

tal, which has a good Revenue; and beſides thaiſ 

every Officer that is advanced, pays to it 2 Sun 

of Money proportionable to the Charge he ariſe 

to. A Colonel pays roo Crowns, and others it 

Proportion. 10 as 61729 5 100k 5 

Beſides the Arms in the Hands of the Militia 

[340] there is a conſiderable Magazine at Stoct hola, an 

another at the Caſtle of Fencopingh, towards th 
Borders of Denmark; and theſe, as occaſion ſerve 


are furniſſi om a conſiderable Tron-work at 
Oerkro in NW, Which is continually employee 


in making Arms of all ſorts. | In the Caſtle « 

Fencogingh a Train of Artillery ſtands always i 

readineſs. This is the ſole Inland Fortreſs in Su: 

den, which leſs needs ſuch Artificial Strengths, 2 

well for other Reaſons, as becauſe Nature in ver 

many places has provided it with ſuch Paſſes, : 

1 that a handful of Men may defend againſt a great 
© On the Borders of Norway, befide Tome ſmal 
. Forts, that keep the Paſſages over the ** 

| nne 


, 
N 
- 
j 
| 
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. in che widſt of a deep River, but overlooke by 


che Rocks near it. #110251 
E City of Gottenburgh is a well fortified Place, T7471 


eu vec wholly Commanded 1 4 che -Naighboerng 
9 Hi 
The Town of bs Brend; and che Caſtle af 


wards Denmark are Weerburgh, Halmftad, Landſcrone 
and Malmo, Places of g Defence. Upon the 
 Baltick Shore are Carleſcrone and Calmar, with ewo 
ſmall Forts at the Entrance of the River 1 
to Stockbolm, The Northern Parts are covered 
Lapland, the Borders of Finland;\ towards — 
with vaſt Woods and Moraſſes, ant in ſome Parts 
with Caſtles and Forts. In Liefland, beſides Riga, 
Revel and Narva, which are very firong Places, 
there are RyeraVconfiderabte Fortreſſes. 0 


15 ** * - ; f? OY 
. — a - — — 1 * . '* hint A * R 
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Ho- Sueden bas in all tegen firniſh'a 

with thoſe neceſſary Cömmodities it a- 
bounds with, yet either the Warlike Temper, the 
Idleneſs or 3 of the Inhabitants, has for- 
merly kept them from being much concern'd in 
Trade: and given Strangers the Management and 
Advantage of it, which for a long time, the 
Hans (Towns ſituate on the Balticł Sea, ' monop6- 
lized, till the Seven Provinces of the Netherlands 
were Erected into à Republick, and became Sha- 


rers With them: Before that time very little Iron 


Ef made i in 2 but the Oar; being 2 
4 2 


Elfeburgb, lie towards the Sea: on that ſide to- 


61 
tere is the Caftle of Babunz ſituate upon a Rock Te, 23 


6 
I 43] 


Mo 


che moſt parts are Rill;earvied- on by their Po- 


[x45] 


e reign Iron Pant or Sprce-Iron; The Nation be 
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Pigs, was carried to Dantzick, and other Parts of Wl 
Pruſſia, and there forged into Bars; for which 
reaſon the Country Smiths in England call Fo- * 
owes the greateſt Improvements it has made in 
Trade to the Art and Induſtry of ſome ingenious WF” 
Mechanicks; that the Craeſty of the Duke de MR"! 
Aluu drove into theſe Parts: Their Succeſs invi- / 
ted great Numbers of Reformed Muloomt to tranſ—- ; 
plant thither, whoſe Language and Religion re- f 
mains in the places they ſettled in, Where they 7 
erected Forges and other Conveniences for ma- 

ing of Iron Guns, Wire, and all other Manu-⸗ 
factures of Copper, Braſs, and Iron, wllich, for 


aeltere ne bas ene 
The Swediſh Navigation was very incopſidera- . 
ble, till Queen Cbriſtina, at the Concluſion of che 

War in 1644, obtained from Denmark a Freedom W 
from Cuſtoms. for all Ships and Goods belonging s 
to Swediſh Subjects, in their Paſſage through the 85 
Sound, and eſtabliſh'd in her own Pominions that 


difference in Cuſtoms that ſtill ſubſiſts between, Vt 
Swediſh and Foreigy Ships, and. is in proportion of = 
4, 5, 6, the firſt called Whilefree, the ſecond Half, 1 
— vn mw Unfree ; ſo that _ a whole free 8 
Suediſh Ship pays 400 Crowns; half free pays v oo, 

And a. Foretgn Veiel 600. N ET Tn # 1 
But as great as this Advantage was, it had,but 4 
little effect, till the Engliſ Art of Nayigation J 
bridled the Hollanders, and opened the Intercourſe 1 
between England and Sueden. Since that time n 
their Commerce has been much augmented; as . 
well as ours that way, and Goods tranſported by 


both, or either Party, according to the various x 
Junctures of Affairs. When Sueden has been en- q 
gaged in a War, the Engliſh wire have had the \ WW: 
vantage | 


wh le Employ ; but in Times o 


- 
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ranitage is ſo great on the Swediſh Tide; and Mer- 
Rs ſo much encou 80 by Freedom in Cuſtoms 
Fo employ their Ships, that F 
De uſed in that Trade, but only while” Sueden is 
unprovided with a number of Ships ſufficient for 
he Tranſportation of their own Commodities. 
Ships, importing * into England, proportio- 
Inable to What is laid upon Foreign Veſſels there, 
Wor whether the Matter be of ſo great Importance 
Jas to merit ſuchf a Reſolution, does not belong to 


this Diſcoufſe to determine. 
Thi chief Commodities Sueden vends; are Cop- 
per, Iron, Pitch, Tar, Maſts, Deals, and Wooden 
Ware, ( befides the Commodities exported from 
Lieflan4) to the value of about 500006. a Year ; 


in return of which they receive from abroad, Salt, 


Wines, and Brandy, Cloth, Stuffs, Tobacco, Su- 
gar, Spices, Paper, Linnen, and ſeveral other 
ſorts of Goods which are ſuppoſed commonly to 
balance their Exportations, and ſometimes ex- 

r 8 ny 
Their Trade to Portugal for Salt is accounted 
moſt neceſſary, as without great quantities of 
which they cannot ſubſiſt. That with England is 
more beneficial, becauſe it takes off almoſt half 
their own-Commodities, and brings in near two 
Thirds of Money for one of Goods. The worſt 
is their French Trade, in regard it rather ſupplies 
their Vanities, than Neceſſities, and gives little or 
no Vent to the Commodities of the Country. 
The general Direction of their Trade belongs to 
the College of Commerce, which conſiſts of the 
Preſident of the Treaſury, and Four Counſellors, 
who hear Cauſes of that nature, and redreſs any 
Diſorders that happen: The Bank at Stochbolm is of 
great benefit to Trade, as well in regard that the 
King's Cuſtoms for that City are paid in there, 
1 8 9 as 


at Engliſh Bottoms cannot 
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Vhether it be feaſible to lay a Duty upon Swediſh | 


[146] 


[147] 


131 


but is more eſpecially the Caſe of the Engliſh 


An Account of Sueden. 
as alſo that the Merchants ordinarily make Pay 
ments to each other by Bills drawn upon ii, 


which caſes them of à great Trouble in Tran 
porting their Money from Place to Place, tha 
would otherwiſe be very difficult and chargeable. 
This Bank is well conſtituted, and was in very 

ood Credit, whilſt it had the States of the King 
om for its Guarrantees, of which it has now bu 


the Shadow; thoſe States being (and are no 
ſtiled) the Kings (not Kingdoms) States; ſo tha 
all its Foundation derives now from the Will an! 
Pleaſure of the King, which may on ſeveral Oo 
caſions diminiſh not only its own Sufficiency, bu 
alſo the Confidence of thoſe that make uſe of it 
The Management of the Trade of Suedem has al“ 
ways in the main been in the Hands of Stranger; 
moſt of the Natives wanting either Capacity o 
Application, and all of them Stocks to drive it; 
for without Credit from abroad, they are not 9 
ble to keep their Iron-works going: And there. 
fore at the beginning of Winter, they uſually{ 
make Contracts with the Engliſh, and other Fo- 
reigners, who then advance conſiderable Sumo 
and receive Iron in Summer; were it not for this 
neceſſity, Foreign Merchants would have but 
little Encouragement, or ſcarcely Permiſſion to 
Live and Trade amongſt then.; and even 2 
the Caſe ſtands, their Treatment of them is 2 


rigorous, as in any Country, occaſioned chiefly 


by the Envy of the Burghers, who cannot wich 
any Patience fee a Stranger thrive among them. 
This is leſs ſenſible to Hollanders and others; many 
.of whom become Burghers, and the reſt by their 
near Way of Living are leſs ſubject to Envy; 


Merchants, who find it not their Intereſt to be- 
come. Burghers, and uſually live ſomewhat too 
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XZ The Intereſt of England in the Trade of Sue- [150] 
en may be computed, by the neceflity of their 


inf. Commodities to us, and the vent of ours there; 
che their Copper, Iron, Tar, Pitch, Maſts, ec. 
ble Tannot be had elſewhere, except from America, 
er hence it has been ſuppoſed ſuch Supplies may 

e furniſhed ; and if ſo, this Conſideration ought 


in reaſon to have an Influence on the Swediſh 
Councels, and engage them to make the Engliſh 
rade with them as eaſie as poſſible, that the 
Merchants be not driven upon new Deſigns. 
As to our Importations thither; it has already 
been ſaid, that they ſcarce amount to one third 
i. of what we export from thence, and conſiſt chief- 
1y of Cloth, Stuffs, and other Woollen Manufa- 
1 &ures, of which has been formerly vended year- 

ili there to the value of about 5oooo J. beſides [51] 
5 x Or Tobacco, New-Caftle Coals, Pewter, Lead, | 
Tin, Fruits and Sugar, with ſeveral other of our 
2.8 Commodities are ſold at this Market; as alſo 
ood Quantities of Herrings from Scotland, with 
„other of their Wares, that in all we are ſuppoſed 
to vend Goods to about x00000 J. a Year, where- 
of if any more than half be paid for, it is extra- 
ordinary. But the making of Cloth in Sueden to 
ſupply the Army, &c. which has been formerly 
;M endeavoured without Succeſs, being now encoura- 
ged and afliſted by the Publick, and undertaken 
by ſome Scots and others, has of late, and does 
nov prove a great hindrance to the Vent of our 
Cloth there. And to favour this Undertaking, 
Ergliſh Cloth is now, (unleſs it be ſuch finer 
W Cloths as cannot be made here) clogg'd with [152] 
ſuch exceſſive Duties, as render the Importation © 5 
of it impracticable. Theſe Undertakers have got 
Workmen from Germany, and ſome from England, 
and beſides the German Wooll they uſe, they re- 
ceive great Quantities "Ws Scotland (ſuppoſed 2 p 
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be practiſed out of England) without which they 


cannot work. Yet as at ' preſent, - the Eugliſh 


Trade in Sueden, is of the Importance above-men- 
cion'd, notwithſtanding the Abatements afore- 


ſaid, it is however conſiderable, and will be ſo, 


while their Commodities continue to be neceſſa- 
| ry; and thoſe that are concerned in it, will de- 
erve as they need, Protection and Encourage- 
ment. n 3, „ ente. 
The laſt Treaty of Commerce between the 
Two Nations expired ſeveral Years ago; and 
that of an older Date neither ſuits the preſent 
State of Things, nor has been thought by the 
Snodes to ſubſiſt; tho? now for their own Inte- 
reſt they inſiſt upon the contrary; accordingly 
their Treatment of the Engliſh is only in refe- 


rence to their own Convenience. And as the 


Subject of former Complaints ſtill remains, ſo 
new Burthens are frequently impoſed upon them: 


Sometimes they have demanded of Merchants 


that were leaving the Country, a ſixth Part of 
the Eſtate they had got in it, and arreſted their 
Effects upon that Account. And beſides others 
that more directly concern their Trade, the 
quartering of Soldiers, and paying of Contribu- 
tions has been exacted for So Years, and 
ſometimes the Engliſh forced to ſubmit to it. 

In the Year 1687. upon their Petition to the 
King, for Redreſs of theſe Impoſitions which 


were then very high, upon ſome above 50 l. upon 


others 40, 30, &c. beſides that ſuch of them 
as kept Houſe had Soldiers quartered upon 
them, ſome 3, 6, or 8. In anſwer to their Peti- 
tion, a Placaet was publiſned, declaring that they 
ſhould be exempt from thoſe Payments; but with- 
al, that no Foreign Merchant ſhould continue to 


Trade in Sueden above Two Months in a Year, 


| \ 
W 
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ance of which Reſolution, their Ware-houſes 
were ſhut up for ſome time, and the Suedes ſeem 
feſolved to proceed to extremity ; but have not 
put that Reſolution generally in Execution, tho 
they ſeem to wait for an Opportunity, and now 
and then tliey try it upon particular Perſons, to 
{ce how Foreign Prindes will take it. 

The Law that exacts the third part of ſuch 
Foreign Merchants Eſtate as die in Sueden, has 

effect been ſo . beneficial+ to the Suedes 25 


frighitft 
EoekſhY for that and other Reaſons, never think 
of marrying, and ſettling there, ſo long as their 
Affairs are in good Order, and they in a Conde 
tion to return home with a Competent Eſtate 
and Credit; upon which Acoount England ſeems 
to be leſs concerned to endeavour the Repeal of 
that Law, it being more uſeful to have Sueden 2 
Nurſery: for young Merchants; than à Place of 
Settlement for thoſe that have got Eſtates. 
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1 ancient Expeditions of the Gotbs, and the 
| Kingdoms they erected in France, Spain, 
Italy andelſewhere; upon the Ruins of the Roman 
Empire, have little Connexion with the preſent 
State of the Country, and only ſhews; that their 
Nation was then much more Populous and Pow- 


erful, than it has been in later Times, which is 


generally aſcrib'd to.the uſe of Polygamy among 
them, while they were Heatliens; but the Con- 
5 3 queſts 
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to the Merchants, who (eſpecially the 
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queſts which continue to be beneficial to Sueden 
at this Day are of a much later Date. 

[157] For it was not till the Year 1560. that the 
Suedes got footing in Liefland when the Knights 
Templers, who were Maſters of thoſe Parts, being 
overthrown by the Muſcovites, King Erick of Sue- 
den was invited by the Inhabitants of Revell, and 
the Country adjacent, to take them into his Pro- 
tection, which he conſented to; and ue Door 
being thus open d, the Crown of Sweden, has by 
degrees wreſted from the Poles and Muſcoottes the 
greateſt part of Liefland, and ſome Provinces of 
#ſjia adjoining to it; 'Countries of ineftimable | 
Walue to Sueden, as, which both cover it from 
the Incurſiops of the Poles and AMvuſcovites , 
and furniſh it with plentiful Supplies of 
Corn and other Commodities; beſides the 
Benefit it reaps by the vaſt Trade of thoſe þ 
[158] Parts. On the ſide of Denmark, beſides Yemp- 
terland and Hercadale, Two Northerly Pro- 
vinces lying oppoſite to Norway, they have re- 
covered. the rich Countries of Schonen, Halland 
and Blecking, which join to the Body of Sueden, 
and gave the Danes, while, they poſſeſs'd them, 
free Entrance into the. very Heart of the Coun- 
try. They have alſo got from the Danes the Ter- 
ritory of Babnus, which prevents all Inroads from 
that ſide of Norway. Theſe, together with the 
0 Countries of Pomerania and Bremen, are ſo conſi- 

derable, that their Writers own, that the preſent 
Royal Family hath augmented the Kingdom near | 

one half; only with this Diſadvantage, that all the 

Neighbours of Sueden are thereby difobliged; and 

watch all Opportunities to retrieve their Loſſes; 

ſo that Sueden can never firmly depend upon the 

f Friendſhip of Denmark, Poland, Muſcovy, Or any 

a #9] other Neighbouring Princes. Terror: 
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| has been of late thought to conſiſt in the 
Advancement of the King's Revenue, and Au- 
thority at Home, in order to make him more for- 
midable Abroad; ſo that the Nation has had no 
Intereſt diſtinct from the King's; as the V 
on the other ſide would ſeem to have an inſępa- 
e rable Connexion with the Proſperity of his ̃ub- 
jects in general, and moſt eſpecially of the Yeo- 
manry or Peaſants, who are accounted the Baſis 
of the Kingdom, rather than the Trading Part; [160] 
therefore though the Peaſants have not been ſpa- 
red | nk bearing a conſidetable Share of the 
common Burthen , yet more Care has been taken 
to make it ſit eaſy upon them than upon the reſt, 
and they delivered from the Oppreſſion of the 
Fellow Subjects, which they formerly labour d 
under: The Encouragement of Trade and Ma- 
nufactures is alſo the King's Care, and great 
Wonders are expected from it; but doubtleſs 
there is much more in their Imaginations, than 
will ever be found in the Effect. 4 
It is alſo found the King's Intereſt to keep the 
Nobility and Gentry very low. In Matters of YE 
Religion his Majeſty has no other Intereſt, than 
to maintain the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and keep 
the Clergy to the due Performance of their Du- 610 
ty, which admits of little or no difficult. [x y 
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In general, the chief Domeſtick Intereſt of the 
King of Sueden is to preſerve the Government in 
its preſent State, and ſecure it ſuch to his Succeſ- 
ſors; it being conſtituted ſo much to the Advan- 
tage of the Royal Family, that in that regard it 
can hardly be bettered by wy Change. 

In relation to Foreign Affairs, it is apparently 


the Intereſt of Sueden, to avoid all Offenſive War, 


as being already in the quiet Poſſeſſion of as ma- 


ny conquer'd Provinces on all ſides as it can well 
defend; though more would not diſpleaſe them, 
if they could be got with ſafety; to maintain a 


good Correſpondence with Moſcovy by a due Ob- 
ſertation of the Treaty lately concluded, and 
endeavour to end the Point of Separation of the 


Limits, which is the only Matter that can be like + 


to create Trouble on that ſide with Poland. 
Sueden has little Occaſion of Difference, or 
Reaſon, to apprehend any Quarrel, neither does 


it ſeem the Intereſt of Sueden to aim at any, fur- 


ther Enlargements in Germany, but rather to uſe 
all good Offices to preſerve the Treaty of Mun 
ſter, as the Foundation of its Right to Pomerania 
and Bremen; which Provinces are of ſuch: Im- 
portance to Sueden, as rendring it much more con- 


ſiderable to all Europe than it would otherwiſe be, 


that they will never be parted with, ſo long as 
Sueden is able to defend them. 5 
The Intercourſe with Denmark , has ſeldom 


been friendly, nor have there ever wanted Grounds 
of Quarrels, when the Conjunctures were favour- 


able; though at preſent Sueden ſeems to have lit- 


_ tle occaſion of Miſintelligence with that Crown, 


unleſs on e account of the State of Affairs A- 


broad, and the ſeveral Intereſts they have to 
mind therein: Their Agreement in Point of Trade 
ſeems to cement them, but their Emulation in re- 
gard of a Mediation, and in other Points, is as 

| | likely 
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likely to keep them at a diſtance; nor is it at all 
probable they ever will, or can ſo far ſurmount 
their mutual Diſtruſts, as actually to take part on 
the ſame ſide; But in regard of their own Affairs, 
Suedem has gained 10 much from Denmark already, 
and the Intereſt of the Trading Part of Europe is 
ſo much concern'd to hinder it from getting more, 
that being alſo inferior to — by Sea it is 
not probable it will in many Years have any De- 
| ſign of enlarging its Territories farther on that 
Side, though it has undoubtedly a longing Deſire [164] 
to Norway, which would make it the ſole Maſter _ 
of all Naval Stores. And Denmark is ſo much 
weaker at Land, that Sweden has no Reaſon to ap- 
prehend it, unleſs Domeſtick Confuſions do hap- 
pen, which in all times Denmark has been ready 
to foment, and has frequently profited by them; 
and it. is not very improbable, — it may, in not 
many Nears have an Opportunity of doing ſo 
again; for which Reaſon eſpecially it is the In- 
tereſt of Suden to carry fair, and live at Peace 
with Denmark. Th Ro TVS, 
In Point of Alliances, the leſs Sueden can de- 
nd upon its Neighbours , the more careful it 
as been to entertain Friendſhip further from 
Home, eſpecially with France; which firſt began 
about 150 Years ago between Francis the Firſt, [165] + 
and Guſtauus the Firſt, and ſubſiſted till of late 
Years, that the Emperor's Party was thought more 
agreeable to the Nation's Intereſt, which it has 
accordingly eſpouſed...  _ 3 
The Friendſhip of England or Holland, or both, 
has ever been accounted indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
to Sueden, in regard of its Weakneſs by Sea; nei- 
ther hasSueden hitherto engaged in any War, where 
both thoſe Nations were Parties: And if ſuch a 
Caſe ſhould happen, tis not to be doubted but 
Sueden would uſe all poſſible means to obtain a 
J%ͤX «ß mY Peace; 
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Peace; for that the Country cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out a quick Vent of its own Commodities, and 
continual Supplies of ſuch Neceſſaries as it muſt 
receive from Abroad, of which it is very unuſu- 
al to make any Proviſion before-hand, or lay 
{ 156] up greater Stores than what one Winter con- 
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THE Original of the Suediſh Nations which 
their Hiſtorians aſcribe to Magog , Son of 
Fapher, whoſe Expedition thither they placed in 
the Year 88, after the Flood, is built upon fuch 
uncertain Conjectures, as neither deferves to be 
mention'd, nor credited any more than the Names 
of the Kings ſuppoſed to ſucceed him, invented 
by the Writers to fill up the Vacuities of thoſe 
dark Times, of which other Countries, 'more 
likely to have been firft planted, can give ſo little 
account ; therefore though the Country might 
poſſibly have been early inhabited, yet nothing 
of Certainty can be known of ir, till the coming 
of Otbinus, or Moden, who was driven out of Af 
by Pompey the Great, about Sixty Years before the 
Birth of Chrift. From this Woden, who (as their 
Hiſtories report) conquer d Moſcovy, Saxony, Sus- 
den, Denmark and Norway , all Northern Nations 
have been ambitious to derive their Extraction; 
with him the Heatheniſh Religion, that afterwards 
prevail'd in the North, Witchcraft, and other like 
3 1 Arts 
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Arts were brought in; as alſo the Cuſtom of rai- 
fing great Heaps of Earth upon the Graves 

of Perſons of Note, and engraving of Funeral 
Inſcriptions upon Rocks and Stones, which yet 
remain in all Parts of the Count 7. 

To Moden, after his Death 5 4 ivine Honours [168] 
were paid, as the God of War; and as the 
two firſt Days of the Week were named after 
the Sun and Moon, and Tweſday after Tu 
or Diſa, an ancient Idol, fo. Wedneſday had its 
Name from him, as Thur/day from Thor, and Fri- 
day from Frigga, which Three laſt were long the 
chief Objects of the Northern Idolatry. The 
Succeſſion of the Kings after Moden is full of Con- 
fuſion; the Nation being ſometimes parcell'd in- 
to ſeveral little Kingdoms, ſometimes into Two, 
Sueden and Gothia ; often ſubje& to Denmark or 
Norway, and ſometimes Maſter of thoſe Coun- 
tries, as alſo of others more diſtant, where the 
Goths, that forſook their Native Soil, happened 
to plant themſelves ; but when, or on what par- 
ticular Occaſions, they made thoſe Migrations, 
is not certainly known, nor how long they had (7 69] 
been Abroad when they firſt began to infeſt the 
Roman Empire, about 300 Years after Chriſt. 

That the Saxons, who were called into England 
about the Year 450; were originally a Colony of 
Goths, 1s conjectured from the Agreement of t eir 
Language, Laws and Cuſtoms. But that the 
Suedes and G, joined with the Danes and Nor- 
wegiant in their Invaſion of England, about the 
Lear 800. we are aſſured from our own Hiſtori- 
ans, that expreſly mention them, with the Cha- 
racer of Barbarous and Pagan Nations, as they 
then were; and the ſame may be concluded fromm 
the many Saxon Coins, that are frequently found 
in Swede, and in greater variety, than in England, . 
ee ee ene eee LOT! 
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which ſeem. to have been the Dane Gut, or Tri- 
bur that the Nation then paid. 
is he Normaxs alſo, m_ about that time  ſortled 
in France, were in part Natives of this Country, 
ſo that England, bels Sonn with the Miſeries that 


accompanied th Conqueſts, owes a great part 
of; Fe | SA to theſe People. 

But to paſs on to Times of more Cercainty,| « 
was about the Year: 830, that the ach r. Lud 
wvicus Pius ſent Anſgarius, aſterwards Arc 5 05 
of Hamburgb, to attempt the Converſion 
Swedes and Goth, who at finſt had little or dae 
ceſs; but in Fa ere Joumey, ſome Years. af. 
ter, Ld was better received and- baptized the 


King Glaus, who Was afterwards martyred by his 


Heatheh Subjects, and offered in Sacrifice to their 
Gods; nor did Chrii nity become the generalRe- | 
ligion of Selen till about a Hundred [Years after, 


when it was planted by the, 4 Biſhops for- 
merly mentioned, ſent for. that er by another O- 
laws; in whoſe time the Kingdom 0 Sueden, and 


that of Gerbia were united, but became afcer- 

wards to be ſeparated again, and continued fo | 
near Two Hundred Vears; when they were a- 
gain join'd, on Condition that the Two Royal 
Tame: ſhou pl dafucceed, each. other by turns, as 
they did for the Space of One. Hundred Years, 
13 not WHOIS: Diſorders and: much Blood- 


This Occaß jon of. Quarrel, which ended in che 
Extirpation of the Gothic Family, was ſucceeded 
by another; for Maldemer, Son of Ber ger, Ferle 
or, Earl, who was deſcended from the Royal Fa- 

24; mily of 7 Ws being at that time 

1250. ſen King, by his Father's Advice, , he 
created his, Three Brothers Dukes of 
Finland, $ 55 and Smaland, with fuch | A 
Degree of Sovereignty i in their reſpective 19 
doms, 
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them to diſturb their Brother's 
Governmeent ; who was at laſt forced 


to reſign theKingdom to hisBrotherMag- 2279. 


nus, W he left to his Son Berger, who 1290. 
lived in continual Diſſention with his 
Two Brethren, Erick and Waldemar, till he took 
them Priſoners, and famiſh'd them to Death, up- 
on which he was driven out of the Kingdom, 
and ſucceeded by Duke Erics Son 
Magnus, who was perſuaded to ſuffer 
his Son Erick to be choſe King of Sueden 1319. 
jointly with himſelf, as his other Sorœnn 


' Haquinis was of Norway. © _ ne 
| Poch theſe Brothers made War upon their Fa- 


ther, who thereupon cauſed the Eldeſt to be poi- 
ſoned, the other Haquinus, being reconciled to 
his Father, married Margaret, the Daughter of Mal- 
demar, King of Denmark, in Whoſe Perſon the 
Three Northern Kingdoms were afterwards united. 
This Magnus NIE depoſed for his Hl Govern: 
ment made place for his Sifter's Son - 
Albert, Duke of AMechlenbargh ,- of '- 
whom the Szedes were ſoon weaty, and 1363. 
offered the Kingdom to Margaret, whoſe  * 
Husband Haquinus had left her Norway, and her 
Father Denmark. King Albert, therefore being 
beaten in a pitch'd Battel, was taken Prifoner by 


Margaret, who ſucceeded him, and + 
enacted the Union of the Three Crowns 1388. 
into a Law; which was ratified by tile 
States of thoſe Kingdoms, but proved much to 


the Prejudice of Sueden, and to the Advantage of 


Denmark, which People had always the Art or 
Luck to get their nw,” Favour, and render the 
Suedes and Norwegians ſuſpected; conformable to 
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Sueden ſhall feed you, Norway ſhall cloath you, and 
Denmark ſhall 4 2 o. = her Requeſt the | 
Three Nations choſe — young Nephew 
Fͤ,xick of Pomerania, reſerving to her 

1336. ſelf the Government during his Mino- 
rity, which ſhe out- lived, and had time 

to repent; at laſt ſne died of the Plague, in the 
Year 1412. This Erick married Phillippa , the 
Daughter of Henry the IVth of England: Of her 


- their Hiſtories relate , that Copenhagen being be- 


ſieged, and King Erick in deſpair retreating to a 
Monaſtery, ſhe took the Command of the City, 
and beat the Beſiegers, but afterwards having in 
the King's Abſence fitted out a Fleet that was un- 
ſucceſsful, at his return he ſo beat and abuſed her, 
that ſhe thereby miſcarried , and retiring into a 
Cloyfter died ſoon after. | 


The Oppreflion the * dba lay under from | 
Strangers, and to whom the King committed the 


Government of Provinces, and the Cuſtody of 
all Caſtles, contrary. to the Articles of the Union, 
made them at laſt throw off the Yoke, and re- 
nounce their Allegiance to King Erick ; in whoſe 
place they ſubſtituted the General of the King- 
dom, Carl Knuteſon, with the Title of Protector; 
which he held about Four Years, till they were 


perſwaded to accept 


I [176] 


Chriſtopher of Bavaria, whom the 
1440. Danes and Norwegians had already cho- 
ſen: His ſhort Reign gave the Swedes 
new Diſguſts to the Union ; fo that* upon his 
Death they divided themſelves, and choſe 
Carl Knuteſon to be their King, who 
1448. had before been their Protector, and 
remains a memorable Example of the 
Viciflitude of Fortune. For after he had Reign- 
ed Ten Years, he was driven out by a Daniſh Fa- 
* | | ction, 


ction, and retiring to Dantzick , was red 
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eat Want. 


yoed to 
Chriſtian of Oldenburg 4 King of Den- 


mark and Norway, ſucceeded him, and 9 | 
renewed the Union; which was "ſoon 


diffolved.. Chriſtian, after A Reign of Five Years, 


being turn d out, 
Carl Knuteſon was reſtored to hs 


Crown; which he held only Three 1463. 
Years, being over-power'd by a Faction 
of the Clergy, and forced to forſwear the Crown, 
and retire into Finland, where he again fell into 
Want. Upon his Depoſition „ his Daughter 5 


Husband, LE, 


Erick Axelton was made Governor of the 


Kingdom, which .was miſerably ſhatter'd by Fa- 
ctions, of which the Biſhops were the greateſt Ring- 


leaders, in Favour of Chriſtian of Denmark, whom 
they endeavoured to reſtore ; but "our Parey be- 


ing worſted, 
Carl Nase was the Third time re- 
ceived King of Sueden, and gontinued 1468. p 


ſo till his Death; upon which 


Steno Sture, 2 Nobleman of Ancient 
Family, was made Protector of the 1451. 
Kingdom; which he defended a long 
time againſt King Chriſtian, and his Succeſſor to 


the Crowns of Denmark and Norway ; ; but was at 
laſt forced to give place to 


Fobn , who again reſtored the Union 


of the Three Crowns; but ' purſuing 1497. 


his Predeceſſors Steps in Oppreſſing the 

Nation, and Employing of Strangers, he WAS 
ſoon expell d the Kingdom, | 

And Steno Sture was again made Pro- . 
tector; and he dying, 13 


- 


* 


Suanto 
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18 Suanto Sture ſucceeded in the ſame 
1604. Quality. He had continual Wars with 
King Fob» all the Time of his Govern- 
ment; which at his Death was conferred on his 
Son, 5 . Shea 
2 05 Steno Sture the younger, who with- 
1512. ſtood the Daniſh Faction which the 

| Archbiſhop of Upſal headed; till dying 
of a Wound he receiv'd in a Skirmiſh againſt the 
Chriſtiern , or Chriſtian the IId. King of Den- 
mark and Norway, was advanced to the Crown 
of Sueden, but behaved himſelf ſo tyrannically, 
and ſhed ſo much innocent Blood, eſpecially of 
the Nobility , which he defign'd utrerly to root 
out, that his Reign became intolerable ; and the 


Conduct of MAES 4 eee 
© © Guſtavus the Fir, deſcended from 
1521. the Ancient Kings of Sueden, whoſe 

ES Father had been beheaded, and his Mo- 
ther had Two' Siſters impriſon'd by Cbriſtiern. 


He was at firſt received Governor of the King- 


dom, and Two Years after had the Regal Dig- 
nity conferr'd upon him. And as the Dunes and 


Norwegians had alſo expell'd King Chriſtiern, who. 


had married Charles the Vth's Siſter, and repair d 
to the Imperial Court for Succour ; which he 
could not obtain to any purpoſe, being upon his 
Landing in Norway defeated ,, and taken Pri- 


ſoner; in which State he continued to his Death: 
Therefore Guſtavus was freed from all further 


Trouble on that account, and at liberty to re- 


dreſs the Diſorders of the Kingdom, which 


were great. His firſt Conteſt was with the Cler- 
„ who had been the Authors of much Confuſion in 
or mer Reigns : To prevent which for the future, 


he took all Occaſions to diminiſh their Revenues, 


reuniting 


hole Nation conſpired againſt him, under the 


AC. 
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reuniting to the Crown all the Lands that had 
been given to the Church the laſt Hundred Vears; 
which; together with the Reformation of Religion, 
diſquieted the firſt Ten Years of his Reign, and 
occaſion d frequent Commotions: Which being 
over, the Remainder: of his Time paſs d without 
any Diſturbance at Home, or Wars Abroad; 
fave only with Lubeck, and ſometimes; with Me- 
Aa 0 the Kingdom of Sueien had for ſeve- [181] 
| ral Hundred ears been Eledtive, but was at this : 

time made Hereditary co the Male Iſſue of Guſtawns, 
in 2 Right Line of Succeſſion; with Reſervations: 
that in Default of ſuch Iſſue, the bt of Election 
ſhould geturn to the Eſtates. Guſtavus, by his 
Three Wives, had Four Sons, and ſeveral Daugh- 
ters. His Eldeſt Son, Eriab, was: to ſucceed to 
the Crown ; Jobn was made Duke of Finland; | 
Magnus; Duke of Ofrogothia ; and Charles, Duke 
of Sudermanland; whereby thoſe Provinces were 
in a manner diſmember!d from the Crown: An 
Error in Policy that Sueden has ſo oft ſmarted for, 
that they haye ſince made ſolemn Reſolutions ne- 
ver to be guilty of it again. Thus having, in f 
his Reign of Thirty ſix Years, brought the King- 
dom into ſuch a flouriſſing Condition, as it had [182] 
not ſeen in many Ages, and entaibd a Crown+ 
upon his Family, in which it ſtilß continues, he 
left ivy to h Son r e ir 
Erict, who was thereby hinder'd from 


proſecuting his intended Voyage to 1559. oy : 
England, with Hopes to marry Queen r 
Elizabeth, He Reigned Nine Years ; Five of 


which he kept his Brother Jobn cloſe Priſoner, 
upon Suſpicion of his:defigning to ſupplant him 
25 he finally did, but not before Erick his making 
2 Peaſant's Daughter his Queen, and by ſeveral 
Cruel and Diſhonourable Actions had == 25 
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Affections of all his Subjects 1 ſo that he was 
without much Difficulty depoſed, 
ed to a perpetual Priſon , where he ended his 
Life. Upon his ſition, the Crown came to 
© Fob III. notwithſtanding the States 
1568. of the Kingdom had engaged their fo 
ture Allegianee to King Erick's Son, that 
he had by the Queen before Marriage. The 


War with Moſcovy, which began in King Erick's 


time, about Liefland, was carried on by this King 
with good Succeſs, and ſeveral Places taken ; to 
which not only Moſcovy, but Poland and Den- 
mark alſo pretended; for as the Knights Templers 
had transferr'd their Right to Liefland upon Po- 


land; ſo the Muſcovites had agreed to deliver it 


to Magnus, Duke of. Holſtein, the King of Den- 


mars Brother; in conſideration of a ſmall Ac- 


[184] 


knowledgment to the Czar of Muſcovy, as the 
Supream Lord: So that Four great Nations 
claimed this Country at once, Which poſſibly 

ight facilitate the Suediſn Conqueſte. 

This Prince's Reign was diſquieted by his At- 
tempt to alter the Eſtabliſbed Religion, in which 
he made conſiderable Progreſs; but was ſome- 
times in doubt, whether he ſhould endeavour an 


| Union with the Latin or Greek Church; to the 


former of which he at laſt declared himſelf; but 
could not prevail with his Subjects to follow his 
Example. He kept his Brother Erick Ten Years 


in Priſon, and then thought it neceſſary for Safe- 
ty to have him poyſon'd, according to! the Ad- 
vice which it is ſaid the States of the Kingdom 


had given. 


C7891 


+ 


His Brother Magnus did not Miniſter any 
Cauſe of Suſpicion, being diſturbed in his Brain, 


- 


and uncapable of having any Deſigg. 
But his Brother Charles gave him ſufficient oc- 

caſion of Jealouſie, and it was not without great 
: | | difficulty, 


and condemn- 
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difficulty, that things were kept from coming to 
an extremity between them. 

After a Reign of Thirty Six Years King Jobe 
died by the Fault of an ignorant Apothecary, 
there being then no Phyſicians i in ae; to in 
ſucceeded his Son : 

Sigiſmund, whoſe: Mother cb s 
2 princeſs of the Fagellan Family in Po- 1 992 | 
land: To which Crown, Sipifmund had ; 
been Elected Five Years before his Father aide: 
His Brother Jobn was in his Minority; ſo that 
his Uncle Charles had the Government of the 
Kingdom, till Sigiſmund came from Poland to be 8 
Crown'd in Sueden; which was not till about a [186] 
Year after his Father's Deceaſe. His Coronati- 
on was retarded ſome Months, by the Difficulties 

chat aroſe about the Points of Religion, and the 
Confirmation of Privileges: Alt which were at 
laſt accommodated, and the King after a Years 
ſtay in Sueden, returned to Poland, leaving the 
. in great Gontaſiod, which daily in- 
creas 

So chat at his return ſome Veuri ie 

I after, he was met by his Uncle 1598 

at the Head of an Army, which 

defeated the Forces the King brought with him. 
Whereupon an Accommodation being patch'd 
up, he returned to Poland, leaving his Uncle to 
manage the Government. Which Poſt he held, | 

till the States being weary of Sigiſinund, and ha- 1871 

ving in vain brought him to conſent to his Sons 

Advancement to the Crown, which his Brother 
John alſo refuſed: They conferr'd it upon his 

Uncle Charles the gth, who thereby became en- 

gaged in a War with Poland, as he was already 

with Muſcovy ; the Scene of both being 

in Liefland, where the Suedes loſt Ground, 1604 


int the © Aﬀair of Muſcovy fell into ſuch < 
M | Confuſion, - 


7 


ma Wnt 8 - mn 
22 


TOW. #;: * a 8; We... WO We 


[188] 


upon Terms very advantageous for Sueden, and 
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Confuſion , that they were forced to give Sweden 
a Peace, that they might have its Aſſiſt 25 
gainſt the Poles and Tartars; which was granted 


ſent under the Conduct of Count Jacob de la Gar. 
die, who did Muſcovy great Service; but the Au 
covites failing to perform the Conditions ſtipu- 
lated, he broke with them, and took the City 
of W diſpoſed the Inhabitants, with Þ 
others of the Neigbouring Provinces, to deſire | 
Prince Charles, (Philip , the: King's younger Son) 
to be their Czar ; which was ſo long in treating 
about, that the Opportunity was loſt, | + | 
Ihe Year before this King's Death, a War 
broke out with Denmark ; in which State he left 
the Kingdom to his son, 0 
Guta vus Adolphus, who having ended 
1611 the War with Denmark, by the Meditati- 
on of James the 1, of England, appli- 
ed himſelf to that in Liefland and Muſcovy: To the 
Borders of which hie ſent his Brother, not with 
an Intention to procure his Eſtabliſhment in that | 
Throne, which he rather aimed at for himſelf; 
but to induce the fortified Places adjacent to Fin- 
land and Liefland, to accept of Suedeſh Gariſons 
in Prince Charles Philip's Name, which ſucceed- 
ed in a great meaſure, till another was choſen 
Car; with whom, after varipus Succeſs on both 
ſides, a Peace, was concluded by the Mediation 
of England and Holland; by which Sueden, beſides 
part of Liefland, got the Country of Ingermen- 
land, and the Province of Kexholm, with ſeveral 
fortifted Places, and wholly ſhut out the Muſco- 


wites from the Eaſt Sea. 


The Poliſh War, that had ſome ſhort Intervals 


of Truces, was of a longer continuance, ,-and 


no leſs beneficial to Sueden; which, in the Courſe 
- 4 


| Oxenſtiern had the EM of the Suediſh Affairs 
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of it, took Riga, and all other Places the Poles had 
in Liefland , except only one Fort, and thence 
carried the War into Pruſſia with the like Succeſs, 
till at laſt by the Interpoſition of England; France, 
8c. 2 Truce was concluded for fix Years. - + - - - + 
This gave Guſtavu Leiſure to engage inthe 
German War, to which he was both provoked by 
the Emperor, and encouraged by others. The 
Year following he began that Expedition, and 


83 


[x90] 


on June 24. arriving in the Mouth of the Oder, 


he Landed his little Army that conſiſted of Six- 
reen Troops of Horſe, and Ninety-two Compa- 
nies of Foot, making about Eight Thouſand Men, 
which, beſides other Additions, was augmented 
by Six Regiments of Engliſh and Scotch under Duke 
1 but more by the King's incredible Suc- 
ceſs. . de 
Upon his firſt approach Stetin and all 
Pomerania fell into his Hands. The Year Sept; 7. 
following having joyned the Elector of 1631. 
Saxony, he gave the Emperor's Army © 
under General Tillß, a total Overthrow near 
Liepfig : Whence he traverſed Franconia, the Pa- 
latinate, Bavaria, &c. till the next Year at the 
Battel of Lutxen (where his Army was again 
victorious) he was treacherouſly kill'd, (as tis 
believed) by Francis Albert, Duke of Saxon Lawem- 
burgh ; not only to the great Joy of the Imperialits, 
but of France and other his Friends, who envied 
and feared the farther Increaſe of his Greatneſs. 
By his Death the Crown fell to his Daughter, 
Chriſtina, a Princeſs of Five Years old, in 
whoſe Favour her Father had gained the State 
of the Kingdom to alter the Hereditary Union, as 
tis ſtiled, which reſtrained the Succeſſion to the 
Male Line. In her Minority the Chancellor Axel 
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in Germany; where the War was proſecuted with 
variety of Succeſs, but much to the Advantage 
of Sueden; which was poſſeſt of above a Hundred 
fortified Places, and had an Army exceeding 
rooooo Men, when Prince Charles Guſtave was 


. Generaliflimo. A little before the Concluſion of 
the Treaty of Munſter, by which Sueden obtained 


for its Satisfaction, the Dukedoms of Pomerania, 
Bremen and Verdeu, with the City of Wiſmar, and 
a Right of Seſſion, to Vote in the Diets of the 
Empire, and Circle of Lower Saxony, as alſo the 
Sum of Five Millions of Crowns. The Queen 


had for ſeveral Years entertained a Reſolution to 


quit the Crown, which ſhe at laſt effected; and 
after having procured Prince Charles Guſtav, to 
be declared Hereditary Prince ( whom the States 


would gladly have had the Queen married , but 


neither he nor ſhe were inclined to it) with much 
Solemnity ſhe diveſted her ſelf of the Crown, and 
Fan. 6 releaſed her Subjects from their Alle- 
4 65 * ance, which the ſame day was con- 
2 erred upon 2 apy | 
Charles Guſtavns, who the Year following made 
War upon Poland, to revenge the Affront done to 
him, in proteſting againſt his Admiſſion to the 
Crown; his Progreſs at firſt ſurprized not only 
Poland, but alarm'd all Europe; for in three Months 
time he had taken all Pruſſia, except Dantzick ; a 
great part of Lithuania, the Cities of Warſaw, Cra- 
caw, and other places in the Greater and Leſſer Po- 
land. Moſt of the People of thoſe Provinces 


wearing Allegiance to him, as being Deſerted 


by King Caſimir, who was fled into Sileſia : But 


this Career of Proſperity did not long continue; 


the firſt Conſternation being over, the Poles were 


as ready to fall from him, as they had been to 


embrace his Party; befides, the W 
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and Holland, became his Enemies, as alſo Denmark ; 
which gave the King of Szeden an honourable 
Occaſion of quitting Poland, were he could not 
long have ſubſiſted. Having therefore left his 
Brother, Prince Adolph, Governor of Pruſſia, he 
haſtened to Denmark, which he ſoon reduced to 
a neceſſity of Buying Peace at the price of the 
Provinces of Schonen, Halland, and Blea king, which 
was concluded in the following Spring, but broke 
out again in few Months: 

The King of Sweden unexpectedly land- 608 
ing an Army the following Summer in 5 
Seelandt, where he took the Caſtle of Cronenburgh 
at the Entrance of the Sownd, but had not the like 
Succeſs at Copenhagen, which was beſieged and 
ſtormed in vain; and being the following Sum- 
mer relieved by a Fleet from Holland, the Siege 
was turn'd into a Blockade, and continued ſo til 
Charles Guſtave, having by his bold and ſucceſsful 


Attempts in ſix Tears time drawn upon Sueden the 


Enmity of almoſt all Europe, was taken away by 
a Fever, and left the Crown to his Son 
Charles XI., the preſent King, whoſe © 
Miniſters obtain'd Peace with Poland, Moſ 1660. 
covy, the Emperor, Brandenburgh, Holland, © 


and Denmark, upon Honourable Conditions; 


which continued till it was interrupted by the 
late War; of which an Account has been given 
already. \ P | : 8 
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